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THE ne pages were put el 
with no other view, than what the title-page 
expreſſes, for the immediate uſe of Thoſe, 
whom it has pleaſed God to commit to my 
care. But one or two highly eſteemed 
Friends, to whoſe peruſal the manuſcript was 


ſubmitted, having entertained hopes, that a 


tract of this kind might be of ſervice beyond 


the limits of a ſingle Parifh, it is now, in 


compliance with Their wiſhes, laid before 


the Public. To thoſe, eſpecially my Pa- 


riſhioners, who may be diſpoſed to conſider 
What is here offered, I have one and only one 


requeſt to make ;—whuch I would willingly 


preſs with the carneſtneſs of a raan anxious 


for Their ſalvation ;—that, before they fit 
down to read this ſhort diſcourſe, they would 


- privately and devoutly beſeech Almighty God, 


through Jeſus Chriſt, to enlighten their minds 
to ſee the truth, and incline their hearts to 


embrace and hold it faſt. If they are already 


in the right way, there is no fear leſt by ſuch 


a „ 


Wl vi ADVERTISEMENT. 


a prayer they ſhould be peryerted, and led 
into error. But if, in any reſpect, their pre- 
ſent notions are imperfect or ill-founded ; if 
Y there is room for information, or need of cor- 
sS 1 redion; the F ather of mercies may, in re- 
ward of their fervent ſupplication, bleſs, to 
their benefit, the humbleſt means intended 


. 


for their good. 5 
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| Tntroduflion and Divifion of the Subject. 


N Chriſtianity,” fays an excellent 

writer, there can be no concerning 
truth which 1s not ancient ; and whatſoever 
is truly new, is certainly falſe *.” Upon this 
principle, thoſe great and good men who re- 
formed our Church, taking the word of God 
and primitive antiquity for their guides, re- 


jected thoſe errors and corruptions, which, 


during a ſucceſſion of dark and 1gnorant ages, 


had been introduced into the Chriſtian faith 


» Pearſon on the Creed, Dedication” 
B | and 


37 

and Chriſtian worſhip. If they proceeded on 
good grounds in what they diſcarded and in 
what they retained, their Juſtification is com- 
plete. Let us conſider the matter under 
both theſe heads, humbly beſeeching the 
Author and Giver of all wiſdom to bleſs and 
direct us through Jeſus Chriſt to the know- 
ledge of the truth. 1 
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ANSWER TO THOSE FROM WHOM WE 
SEPARATED. 


CHAPTER I. 


On the holy Scriptures. 


8 1. ALL Chriſtians, however they may 
differ about other points, acknowledge and 
appeal to the holy Scriptures; and theſe 
Scriptures plainly teach and aſſert their own 
ſufficiency for the great purpoſe of ſalvation. 
Our bleſſed Lord aſſuredly “ had, and 
taught the words of eternal life; and 
one of his gracious promiſes to his apoſtles 
Was, The Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father 
will ſend in my name, he ſhall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatſoever I have ſaid unto youꝰ. 
And again, on the ſame ſubject, he declared, 
When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
will guide you into all truth“. The benefit 
of theſe promiſes the apoſtles doubtleſs en- 
joyed as well when they wrote, as when they 


> John vi. 68. © Tb. xiv. 26. 4 Ib. xvi. 13. 
012: B 2 preached, 


John thus ſpeaks of that Goſpel which he 


1 
preached, the goſpel. And therefore St. 


penned : & Theſe” things © are written, that 
ye might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the 
Son of God, and that DEP ye might have 
life through his name.“ If this Goſpel ſe- 
parately is adequate to this the expreſs deſign 
for which it was compoſed, it muſt be more 
amply ſo when taken in conjunction with 
the other Three. And if to theſe we add 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, together with the 
other books of the Old and New Teſtament, 
this whole volume of holy writ cannot but 
be ſtill more abundantly ſufficient for all the 
eſſential purpoſes of belief and practice. Ac- 
cordingly St. Paul teſtifies, that The holy 
Scriptures are able to make” us wiſe unto 
ſalvation ;” and he declares at once their in- 
ſpiration and their uſe, in the memorable 
words that follow : All Scripture is given 4 
by inſpiration of God, and 1s profitable for 8 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
ſtruction in righteouſneſs; that the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed 
unto all good works *. 
Our church then is warranted by the clear 
authority of Scripture, in rejecting thoſe tra- 


e John xx. 31. 2 Tim. iii. 15—17. 
ditions, 
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ditions, Which, where they are received, have, 


in later days, as of old, too often made the 
word of God of none effe&t* ;* and is autho- 
riſed in maintaining, in opploſithbel to ſuch 
fallacious rule, that © Holy Scripture con- 
taineth all things neceflary to falvation : 16 
that whatſoever is not read therein, nor may 
be proved thereby, is not to be required of any 


man; that it ſhould be believed as an article 


of the faith, or be — requiſite or neceſ- 
fary to ſalvation b.. What is in direct words 
declared in Serptee is or may be “ read there: 
in:“ as, The Lord our God is one Lord!:“ 
there is © one mediator between God and 
men, the mari Chriſt. Jeſus “. But what is 
not thus literally aſſerted in Scripture” may 


nevertheleſs be contained therein as to matter 
and fenſe, and may therefore, by fair and juſt 


conſequence, be proved thereby.“ For 
inſtance, we do not read in the New Teſta- 
ment that the Holy Ghoſt proceedeth from 


the Son; but ſince he is called the Spirit of 


the Son, and is ſaid to be A nt- by the Son, by 


which evidently proceſſion is ſignified, there- 


fore the Nicene fathers were juſtified in de- 
— and we in believing, that the Holy 


Mark vii. 13. » Article vi. 
Mark xii. 29. k I Tim. ii. 5. 


B 3 Ghoſt 


L 6 ] 
Ghoſt proceedeth, from the F ather and the 
Son.” | 


S 2. Ir the holy Scriptures are eſſential to 
ſalvation, it follows, that, agreeably to what 
they, themſelves ſo often teach and injoin, 
they ſhould be carefully read by all; and 
conſequently that the people ſhould have free 
acceſs to them in a language which they un- 
derſtand. Here indeed good ſenſe has at 
length prevailed, and our brethren of the 
Romiſh communion. in this country are ge- 
nerally, I believe and hope, allowed the uſe 
of an Engliſh Bible. It is much to be la- 
mented, that part only of the evil is re- 
moved; and that the public ſervice, in their 
congregations, is ſtill performed in a dead lan- 
guage. A tranſlation indeed is now, I be- 
lieve, commonly permitted; by which the 
abſurdity of the cuſtom is tacitly acknow- 
ledged, While, unbappily, the en remains 
as before. 

Not to urge at 1 the maniſeſt * 
and propriety of the thing, it is truly wonder- 
ful that whoever reads St. Paul's firſt epiſtle 
to the Corinthians ſhould not perceive how - 
_ repugnant this practice is to what he there 
teaches : © If I pray, that is join in prayer 


as one. of the congregation, as appears from 
what 


” x 


, * ö 
bo »* 1 * mus. 


[8 3 
what follows; © If I pray in an unknown 
tongue, my {ſpirit prayeth, but my under- 
ſtanding is unfruitful. What is it then? I 
will pray with the ſpirit, and I will pray with 
the underttanding alſo: I will ſing with the 
ſpirit, and I will ſing with the underſtanding 
alſo. Elſe when thou“ (the officiating mi- 
niſter) „ ſhalt bleſs with the ſpirit, how ſhall 
he that occupieth the-room of the unlearned, 
ſay Amen at thy giving of thanks, ſeeing he 
underſtandeth not what thou ſayeſt? For 
thou verily _ thanks well, but the other 
is not edified '.*, 118 | F 


1 K 1 png xiv. 1417. Set the whole paſſage, from 
verſe 2 2 to 28. | 


B 4 CHAPTER 


82 —— 2 1 — + RA ——ů 


— 2 —U—ũäͤ 2 — — 


— — 2 3 3 


SER. ics — 3 


Br 


CHAPTER 4 


On Travfubfantiation and Saine- worſhip. 


oy 


8 1. BUT Tranfubſtantiation alone, were 
there no-other error in the church of Rome, 
would have made it neceſſary to leave her 
communion. - This ſtrange doctrine overturns 
the very nature of a ſacrament. For if tran- 
fubſtantiation is true, the elements are no 
longer viſible ſigns of ſomething inviſible and 


ſpiritual; but the ſymbol or ſign is tranſmuted 


and changed into the thing ſignified. The 
Lord's ſupper, according to the words of the 
inſtitution, is to be celebrated in remem- 
brance of Chriſt; and remembrance ne- 


ceſſarily implies the abſence of the thing re- 


membered. But here, if what ſome ſay be 
true, remembrance is impoſſible. Here is 
no ſenſible repreſentation of a bleſſed body 
once viſible on earth, now exalted to hea- 
ven; but the wafer, what was the wafer, 1s 
literally that very ſame body preſent before 
our eyes. 


It is true our bleſſed Lord ſaid, This is 


„ Luke xxii. 19. 
. my 
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„ 
my body; but ſo, on another occaſion, he 
ſaid, I am the door; and again, I am 


the vine“; and we may as well take his 


words literally in one caſe as the other. 
Scarcely any mode of ſpeech is more common 
in Scripture, than to ſay, that the type or 
figure is that which it ſtands for or repreſents+ 
% The vineyard of the Lord of hoſts the 
houſe of Iſrael, and the men of Judah his 
pleaſunt plant: The good ſeed are the 
children of the r ;” „the reapers are 


the angels: This Agar mount . 


Er! 
* 


Our bleſſed Lond 8 nde were apps to 
the ſenſes of thoſe who were preſent; ſo 


that, for inſtance, when he turned water into 


wine, the very ſame ſight, the ſame taſte, 
that proved what was put into the pots 
was water, proved alſo that what was drawn 
out of the pots was wine . But here a 
ſimilar and equally miraculous change is ef- 
fected, though our ſenſes all the while atteſt 


there is no change at all. Nay more, there 
are two miracles, as it has been juſtly ob- 


ſerved, and one of them is wrought to defeat 
the other. For the elements are firſt of all 
converted into the real body and blood of 


® John x. 9. ohn xv. 5. „ Ii. v. 7. 
2 Matth. xili. 38, 39. * Gal. iv, 25. John ii. 


Chriſt ; 


(7 1@ } 

Chriſt ; and then by a. ſecond miracle our 
ſenſes are impoſed upon, and what is 'verily 
fleſh ſeems by every trial we can make to be 
bread as before: as St. Paul clearly calls it 
after it has been conſecrated *. + - ? 

Nor is this ſtrange notion of the Euchariſt 
bs repugnant-to plain ſenſe-and to the word 
of God; it has alſo given riſe - to many ſu- 
perſtitions. One of theſe is the adoration of 
the hoſt ; which, if this doctrine is not true, 
appears to be little better than abſolute ido- 
latry. For it is giving to a creature, a bit of 
bread or a wafer, the worſhip due alone to the 


en Wes; ct E bagel 9200 
10 A S067) . 2 
nY 2. TufRE are two kinds of Molatry for- 
bidden by the ſecond commandment and 
other parts of holy Scripture: The firſt is 
making any image or likeneſs whatſoever of 
the Almighty; the other is paying divine 
worſhip, either with or without an image, to 
any real creature or imaginary being. It is 
very difficult to acquit the church we relin- 
ö of either of theſe gie vou errors. 


+ 1.Con x; WY 15. xi. al So likewiſe our Lord calls 


the cup the fruit of the vine.” Matth. xxvi. 29. 


» Hoſtia or the Hoſt means a Victim, and is a name ap- 
plicable to this ſacrament only on the ſuppoſition that it is 
a real ſacrifice of the _ of- Chriſt. 


They 


2 


— yo 


1 


They allow their painters and ſculptors to re- 
preſent the Eternal Father, * whom no man 
hath ſeen, nor can ſee“; who is a pure Spi- 
rit, every where preſent, and filleth all things. 
And in the homage which they offer to the 
bleſſed Virgin and other ſaints, it ſeems im- 
poſſible to ſay they are clear of the other, 


and, if poſſible, ſtill groſſer idolatry. 


It is true they ſay the reſpe& does not ter- 


minate in the material image, is not tendered 
to it, but through it to the Being repreſented. 


The very ſame, doubtleſs, any idolatrous Jew 
or Pagan would have ſaid in defence of their 
worſhip. When Aaron had made the calf, 
the Iſraelites ſaid, Theſe be thy Gods, O 
Ifrael, which brought thee up out of the land 
of Egypt. The moſt ſtupid among them 
could not poſſibly believe that the image. of 
gold, which was not made till that day, was 
the very Being, who had ſome months be- 
fore brought them out. of Egypt. They 
meant, it was a ſymbol or repreſentation of 
that Being ; and ſo did Aaron, when he made 


an altar before it, and ſaid, © To-morrow is 


a feaſt to the LORD; to Jehovah the true 
and living God. 


w Tim. vi. 16. with John i. 18. 
* Exod, XII. 4, 


Jeroboam's 


12 

Jeroboam's wickedneſs, for which he is for 
ever branded as having made Iſrael to fin, 
Was preciſely the ſame. He repreſented God 
by an image, and that, like Aaron's, a golden 
calf or ox. The introduction of falſe gods 
was the fin, whereof Ahab was guilty; 
which is carefully diſtinguiſhed from that of 
Jeroboam, and ſpoken of as ftill more hei- 
nous: For © as if it was a light thing for 
him to walk in the ſins of Jeroboam, — he 
went —and ſerved Baal“. 

But the invocation of the bleſſed Virgin 
and other ſaints, we are told, is not praying 
to them, but only deſiring them to pray for 
us. Admit this for a moment. The prac- 
tice is then, like that which the apoſtle con- 
demns, © a voluntary humility and wor- 
ſhip®*,” warranted by no precept, counte- 
nanced by no example, in the Old or New 
Teſtament. This however is by no means 
the whole or the worſt part of the caſe. For 
were I even certam (which I never can be 
without an expreſs revelation to aſſure me) 
that the faint whom I addreſs hears the words 
[ utter, or knows the ſecret aſpirations of my 
heart, is it credible or conceivable that the 
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Kings xvi. 31. Comp. 2 Kings viii. 18. 27. xxi. 3. 
2 Chron. xxi. 13. l. 4. 


Col. it. 18. 
ſame 


1 15 ] 
ſame faint hears the vows of ten thouſand 
other ſuppliants, poured forth at the ſame 


inſtant in different parts of the earth? Is this 
poſſible, unleſs the ſaint potleſſes the incom- 


municable attributes of God, is every where 


preſent, and knows all things? We are not 
ignorant of what is ſaid in behalf of this; 
but it is only an attempt to eſtabliſh one 
poſition that requires proof by another that 
requires proof, with this diſadvantage, that, 
as we apprehend, it never can be proved; for 
it is not taught in Scripture, and is repug- 
nant to reaſon. 

But we concede, I fear, more than can 
juſtly be claimed, if we grant that they do 
not, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, pray to ſaints de- 
parted. They uſed certainly to implore of 
the bleſſed Virgin help, and protection, and 
ſalvation. And when, as the cuſtom ſtill is 
abroad, a perſon ſuſpends a taper before the 
image of the holy Virgin or ſome other ſaint, 
and then falling down on his knees, with his 
hands elevated and his eyes fixt on the image, 
utters a formal prayer, this ſurely is ſolemn 
adoration. It is rendering to the ſtatue that 
homage which would not be due to the ſaint 
himſelf, were he perſonally preſent; that re- 
verence which the beloved diſciple would 


have paid to the angel, had he not been for- 


34 bidden. 
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didden . It is, in ſhort, honouring the crea- 


ture, or the image of the creature, equally 


with the Creator; for there is no poſture 


more devout than kneeling, wherewith J can 
preſent myſelf before the living God. O 
Thou that heareſt prayer, unto Thee ſhall alt 
fleſh come 

It is not e en to ſpeak of the doctrines 
of Purgatory, of Prayers for the Dead, of In- 
dulgences, and many more; nor to inquire 
Whether what we have ſtated are the tenets 
of thoſe who adhere in the preſent day to 
the church of Rome. With the opinions of 
individuals we do not interfere. The public 
ſervice and rituals are the ſame as heretofore, 
and tranſubſtantiation is ſtill conſidered as an 
indiſpenſable bond of union. As we were 
compelled therefore to leave, ſo are we ob- 
liged to keep aloof frora, this church; nor 
are We guilty of ſchiſm in breaking off from 
their ſociqty, but They of hereſy in corrupt- 
ing the pure doctrines of the primitive ages, 
and impoſing ſinful terms of communion. 


Rev. xix. 10. xXii. 8, 9. „ Pſal. Ixv. 2. 
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ANT . 


ANSWER TO THOSE WHO SEPARATE FROM 
; | Oh. 03 


Introduction and Diviſion of this Part Y the 
Subject. 


5 UT ſome are not ſatisfied with what we 
4 have done, and complain that our 

church has ſtill too great a reſemblance of 

popery. To this we might reply, that we 
have not one doctrine, and ſcarcely one uſage 
or ceremony, that can properly be called 
popiſh ; ſince the matters alleged as ſuch may 
be traced to a higher origin, and are con- 
formable to the cuſtoms of churches that ex- 


iſted long before the earlieſt corruptions of 
3 popery. But if whatever is found in the 
I church of Rome is for that ſole reaſon to be 


rejected, we mult at this rate reje& the holy 
Z Scriptures themſelves ; for they are held and 
q believed by papiſts as well as by proteſtants. 
I) he proper inquiry is, whether the particular 
3 things, at which offence is taken, are in them- 
| ſelves wrong, or repugnant to the word of 
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God and the cuſtom of the primitive church. 


If in this view we conſider the blefſed Sa- 
craments, the preſcribed Liturgy, and the 


Perſons who preſide over the church and 


perform the ſacred offices, nothing that is 
material to this part of our defence will pro- 


bably be overlooked. 


CHAPTER 


CHAPTER I. 


On the Sacrament of Baptiſm ; of its neceſſary 
| parts and manner of adminiſtration ; and of 
Infant Baptiſm. 


& 1. THE origin of Baptiſm is not cer- 
tainly known. It had long been in uſe 
among the Jews before the time of our blefſed 
Saviour, as one of the ceremomes performed 
in the admiſſion of proſelytes. The males 
on this occaſion they circumciſed ; but they 
baptized all, both young and old, male and 
female ©, ſometimes by immerſion, and ſome- 
times by affuſion, or pouring water with the 
hand upon the body*. And their doctrine 
was, that thoſe who were thus received into 
a new ſtate were born anew ; and they were 
probably led both to uſe the ceremony, and 
to put this conſtruction upon it, becauſe 
waſhing with water was the firſt thing done 
to infants in the day they were born. And 
for the ſame reaſon waſhing the body with 


< See Hammond on Matth. iii. 1. Godwyn's Moſes 
and Aaron, Lightfoot, vol. i. 210, 225, &c. He derives 
the rite of baptiſm from Jacob, vol. i. 465. ii. 117. 
_ © Miſchna de Sabb. c. xix. 3. | 

2 Ezek. xvi. 4. | : 
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water was underſtood alſo among the Gen- 
tiles as a ſymbol of a new or ſecond birth *. 
To this rite, and this interpretation of it, 
our blefled Lord is with great probability 
ſuppoſed to allude in his diſcourſe with Ni- 
codemus, when he expreſſed his ſurpriſe that 
he, © a maſter of Iſrael, did not under- 
{tand, from the current doctrine of Iſrael, 
that a man, though not literally, might ne- 
vertheleſs in a religious and moral ſenſe, be 


born again. 
This known ceremony John the Baptiſt 
uſed ; and therefore when the Jews, ſent for 


that purpoſe, queſtioned him on the ſubject, 
they ſhewed no ſurpriſe at the practice as a 
novelty; but inquired only concerning. his 


authority for baptizing, expecting, as ſeems 


likely, that Chriſt when he came would bap- 
tize, and doubting from that circumſtance 
whether John were not the Chriſt b. 


§ 2. Tus circumſtances ſtood in regard 
to this rite, when the Son of God, having 
himſelf been baptized by John in Jordan, 
adopted baptiſm as the mode of admiſſion 
into his church ; 


0 See Wheatley on the Com. 8 c. vii. 

s John iii. 10. 

John i. 25. e Luke . 1 16. : 

: gave 


and after his reſurrection he 


"B00 1 
gave commandment to his diſciples to go and 
baptize all nations; and in order to ſhew 
that what he injoined was 'to be a ſtanding 
and perpetual ordinance, he added, Lo, I 
am with you alway,” with you and your 
ſucceſſors, to give effect to your word and 
miniſtration, © even unto the end of the 
world.“ 

The preſcribed form of words ſhews that 
this ſacrament is a rite of initiation : © Bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Ss 
relation therefore, which theſe words imply, 
does not ſubſiſt till that holy name is thus ſo- 
lemnly pronounced over and applied to us 
by the appointed miniſter. * I enliſt you, 
ſays the military commander, * in his Ma- 
jeſty's name © I take poſſeſſion of this town 
or this garriſon in the name of George the 
Third.” We are not ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt 
-till we are received by his ſervant under his 
banner. We can only through Chriſt call 
God our Father ; for our title as ſons by cre- 
ation we forfeited by rebellion. But © as 
many as have been baptized into Chriſt, have 


put on Chriſt *;” and being adopted in the 
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i Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. The firſt of theſe verſes is 
more particularly conlidered—p. 31. § 10. 


2 * C721. th." 270 
4 | C2: Beloved, 


L 20 ] 
Beloved, have thenceforth liberty and bold- 


1 » 


1 neſs to cry Abba, Father. 


I 583. Tax Law was a Covenant which the 
4 Almighty vouchſafed to make with the chil- 
| dren of Iſrael by the mediation of Moſes. 
The Goſpel is a Covenant made with all 
mankind by the mediation of Chriſt. © A co- 
venant, in its general nature, implies mutual 
obligations and mutual benefits. But in the 
inſtances before us, on account of the infinite 
diſtance between the covenanting parties, and 
becauſe to the ever- bleſſed Creator no poſ- 
ſible advantage can redound from the crea- 
ture, a language ſomewhat different is neceſ- 
ſary; and we ſay, the Old and New Cove- 
nant conſiſted of Promiſes on the one ſide, 
and Duties on the other. If I enter into a 
: covenant, I take upon me the burdens and 
have a claim to the privileges, which regu- 
| larly belong to it. If I am incorporated into 
a city, or made free of a ſtate, I bind myſelf 
to the duties, and am inveſted with the fran- 
chiſes, of a ſubje& or citizen. He that en- 
tered into the Moſaic covenant by the rite of 
circumciſion, as he enjoyed the advantage of 
the law, ſo was he a debtor to do the law ®. 
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He that by baptiſm is admitted into the 


Chriſtian covenant is intitled to the benefits, 


and bound to perform the terms, of that diſ- 
penſation. The benefits are pardon of ſims, 
the aid of the Holy Spirit, and the promiſe 
of everlaſting life; the terms or conditions 
of the covenant are faith and obedience. 


§ 4. Tuis important rite is repreſented 
under various figures or alluſions. Perhaps 
the moſt obvious notion of it is that under 
which we have conſidered it, as the viſible 
form of admiſſion into Chriſt's church; and 
therefore anſwering to the ſacrament of cir- 
cumciſion, in the room of which it ſuc- 
ceeded. It is the ſign or ſeal of the New 
Covenant, as that was of the Old“ Hence 


St. Paul ſays, © As many of you as have 


been baptized into Chriſt, have put on 
Chriſt *.* And hence to baptize is uſed in 
the ſenſe of initiating and confirming on 
other occaſions ?. 

As the ſacrament whereby we are made 


members of Chriſt, it is, in virtue of His 


bleſſed promiſe and appointment, an inſtru- 
ment of ſalvation, *©* He that believeth and 


See Rom. iv, 11. and compare Col, ii. It, 12. 
Gal. ii. 27. 
See Acts i. 5. 1 Cor. x. 2. 


C3 


= 
is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ?,”' are our Lord's 
own words on this head. And St. Peter, 
. ſpeaking of Noah's being ſaved in the ark by 
water, ſays, The like figure whereunto 
even baptiſm doth alſo now fave us 


§ 5, BuT.,the original notion of baptiſm, 
as before obſerved, probably was, that it was 
a. type or emblem of a new birth. And 
agreeably to this it is declared by our Lord 
and his apoſtles to be an inſtrument or 
means, whereby, the grace of the Holy Spi- 
rit accompanying the outward ordinance, our 
ſins are done away, and we are regenerated 
or born to God. © Except a man be born 
of water and of the Spirit, our bleſſed Lord 
ſays, © he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God.“ Hence St. Peter exhorts the Jews, 
% Repent, and be baptized every one of you 


in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſ- 


t ?? 


ſion of ſins*.” And Ananias ſays to Paul, 
« Ariſe, and be baptized, and waſh away thy 
ſins. And Paul himſelf expreſsly calls 
baptiſm the waſhing of regeneration : “ Ac- 
cording to his mercy he ſaved us by the 


2 Mark xvi. 16. 7.x Fet. iii. 20 21, 
John iii. 5, t. A it: 38. 
» Acts xxii. 16. by 


wafhin g 


$1.3 fr MFG 5 — 225 . "434." $M 7 Wh LP ee, * r og 7 
2 e 3 1 & "GELS # "I 4 = $24.18 UE JESS ni tt ns: 0 — — n Dee q 
—_— 1 8 i "3 IR by: We a CIALIS Feed 8 223 2 . REELS 
7 - aaa « TY 33 WWA 2 5 N iT l 
2 4. 40Y + 4 2, e Fe 3 rg 2 SO I WK 


L237 
waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the 


Holy Ghoſt “.“ 
Other expreſſions of like import are ap- 


plied to this ſubject. St. Paul wonders that 


the Galatians Were «© ſo ſoon removed unto 


another goſpel ;” he calls them © fooliſh,” 
and FeDUKEs them ſharply for © not obeying 


the truth ;” 'yet, notwithſtanding this their 


deviation from the truth and want of obedi- 


ence, he preſently tells them,“ Ye are ALE 


the children of God by faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 
FOR as many of you as have been baptized 
into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt *.” And he 
elſewhere ſays, referring no doubt to baptiſ- 
mal regeneration, © It any man be in Chriſt, 
he is a new creature.“ And after careful 
examination I am ſatisfied, that wherever re- 
generation is mentioned in the New Teſta- 
ment, either by that appropriate term, or 
equivalent phraſes, ſuch as thoſe above; if it 
denotes, as it often does, not the ſincerity of 
heart and life becoming a Chriſtian *, but the 
| at 


„Tit. iii. 5. So Juſtin Martyr, who wrote about the 
year 140, calls the ſacred font “ the laver of regeneration 
for the remiſſion of ſins.” Apol. i. c. 86. 

il. , ©. lbs. „ 20, 27: adh, 

The miſtakes on this and many kindred ſubjects ſeem 
to ariſe entirely from overlooking the obvious diſtinc- 
tion between the outward name ar profeſſion, and inward 

C 4 {inceritys 
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act of our being regenerated, it always refers, 
by neceflary or eaſy conſtruction, to regene- 
ration in baptiſm. The ſervant of Chriſt 
muſt forſake all fin. What is feeble muſt be 
ſtrengthened ; what 1s decayed muſt be re- 


newed ; but the ſpiritual birth, like the na- 


tural, is one only, and that in baptiſm. 
Hence we never find the apoſtles in their 
frequent addreſſes, by word or by epiſtle, to 
their brethren in . Chriſt, telling them they 
muſt be born again; but our bleſſed Lord, as 
we have ſeen, inſiſted on the neceſſity of it; 
for he was then diſcourſing to Nicodemus, 
who had not been baptized. | 


S 6. THe neceſſity of baptiſm from all 
this 1s very apparent. We do not ſay, for 
the Scripture does not ſay, that without this 
ordinance there is no ſalvation; but ſince re- 
miſſion of ſins and ſalvation are ſo often and 
expreſsly attributed to baptiſm, it is aſſuredly, 


ſincerity. Thus we ſay, © You are not a man, or not a 
Chr:/tian, if you do ſo, or ſo;“ that is, you do not act up to 
the character of the one or the other. And ſo St. Paul 
ſays, *© He is not a Jew which is one outwardly ;—but he 
is a Jew which is one inwardly.” Rom. ii. 28, 29. Yet 
the nominal Jew was within the covenant, and intitled to 
the benefits of it, without repeating the rite of initiation 
and the nominal Chriſtian is a member of the Chriſtian co- 
venant, without being readmitted by baptiſm. 
| where 
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where it may be had, an indiſpenſable rite, 
or, as our church ſays, © generally neceſſary 
to ſalvation *.” In this ſenſe our bleſſed 
Lord, in his diſcourſe with Nicodemus, ſeems 
to make regeneration, and conſequently the 
inſtrument of regeneration, a condition of 
ſalvation. But if © the kingdom of God“ 
there ſignifies, as it generally does in the 
Goſpels, the kingdom of Chriſt in this world; 
if that gracious ſtate, that covenant of God 
with man is neceſſary, then the ſeal of that 
covenant, whereby it is ratified to us and we 
become actual members of it, muſt alſo be 
neceſſary. The denunciation againſt neglect- 
ing circumciſion, the ſeal of the ancient co- 
venant, was, that the ſoul that did ſo ſhould 
be cut off from his people © : which ſentence 
was underſtood to reach the perſon himſelf, 
when he came to the age of thirteen years; 
but till then the ſin lay at the parents' door. 
And therefore when Moſes neglected to cir- 
cumciſe his ſon, the Lord ſought to kill not 
the child, but the father“. Under the new 
covenant the obligation of that rite which 
anſwers to circumciſion appears to be equally 
ſtrong. When Paul had been miraculouſſy 


2 See the Catechiſm, John iii. 3. 5. 
Gen. xvii. 14. ©: Exod:-Iiv- 24. 


F | converted, . 


1 

converted, and taught the goſpel by revela- 
tion from heaven, it ſtill remained for him to 
waſh away his ſins by baptiſm * When ex- 
traordinary gifts were poured out on Cornelius 
and his friends, ſo that, as St. Peter applied 
the Lord's promiſe, they were ** baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt, this did not ſuperſede 
the appointed ordinance, but only warranted 
its uſe, without the previous adminiſtration of 
circumciſion: * And he commanded them 
to be baptized in the name of the Eord !.“ 


§ 7. As to the conſtituent parts of bap- 
tiſm, all that appears by Chriſt's inſtitution 
to be eſſential in this ſacrament is water and 
the preſcribed form of words. It mattered 
not whether circumciſion were performed 
with a ſharp ſtone, or with a knife. It mat- 
ters not whether baptiſm 1s admmiſtered 
with much or little water, by ſprinkling or 
pouring water upon the body, or by plung- 
ing, dipping, or immerſing the body in water: 
nor is there any precept or direction whatfſo- 
ever in Scripture on the ſubject. The prac- 
tice before mentioned ®, from which baptiſm 


1s thought to have been adopted as an emblem 


of regeneration, was performed, we may be 


* Acts xxli. 16. Acts xi. 16, x. 44—48. * p. 17. 
| ſure, 
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ſure, not by plunging the new- born infant in 


water, but by applying water to the body. 
The puriſications in uſe among the Jews, the 
% divers baptiſms *,” as St. Paul calls them, 
were molt of them partial waſhings of the 


body, not bathing the whole in water. The 


prophet Ezekiel is ſuppoſed to prefigure this 
ſacrament under the image of * ſprinkling 
clean water i;” and to this mode of admi- 
niſtration St, Paul ſeems to allude, where, 
with a manifeſt eye to baptiſm, he ſpeaks 
of Chriſtians “ having” (literally, having 
had”) their hearts ſprintled from an evil con- 
ſcience, and their bodies waſhed, with pure 
water *. 

It is not certain from the New Teſtament: 
whether the apoſtles uſed ſeveral mgthods or 
one only ; nor, if one only, what that was. 
And if, as we are often called upon for ſcrip- 
tural proofs of things in themſelves indiffer- 
ent, ſo we in our turn ſhould demand ſcrip- 
tural proof of immerſion in baptiſm, we 
ſhould demand, I am perſuaded, what could 
never be made out. Our Lord was baptized 
in Jordan; but where is it ſaid, that his bleſſed 
hody was covered with the waters? The 


> So it is in the Greek, Heb. ix. 10. 
i Ezek. xxxvi. FN Compare Iſal. Iii. 15. 
* Heb. x, 22 


Je WS 
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Jews wore ſandals, a ſole of leather tied over 
the foot with a thong; and their legs were bare. 
Why then might not our Lord ſtep down into 
the river with John, and receive baptiſm at 
his hands, as the painters repreſent him to have 
received it; the Baptiſt pouring water on his 
precious head ? I do not ſay it was adminiſ- 
tered in this manner; but, for aught that 
can be concluded from the words of the 
Evangeliſts, this is as probable as any other. 
At Jeruſalem, ſituate among hills, there 
were winter torrents, but no large and pe- 
rennial river. In this city, at a feaſt ob- 
ſerved in the beginning of harveſt, conſe- 


quently in ſummer, about three thouſand 


ſouls were converted and baptized in one 
day '. Is it likely that all theſe were, we 


might almoſt aſk, is it poſſible they could 


be, baptized by immerſion ? And when the 
gaoler at Philippi and all his family were 
baptized at midnight, either in the priſon, or 
in his houſe adjoining the priſon, is it by any 
means probable that immerſion was uſed *: 


$ 8. To Baptize, which ſometimes im- 
plies dipping, more properly and frequently 
means to waſh ; and it is often uſed of ſuch 


Acts ii. 41, i. 33 
waſhings 
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waſhings as are performed by external appli- 


cation of water, not by putting the veſſel mto 


water. If immerſion reſembles burial, ſo 
that by this form we may moſt properly be 
faid to be buried with Chriſt by baptiſm 
into death, ſprinkling or pouring water on 
the body more aptly figures the prime end of 
baptiſm, the purifying . the ſoul from ſin; 
inaſmuch as bodily cleanſing is more fre- 
quently performed by partial ablution, than 
by bathing. Both forms are allowed by our 
church; but dipping has in the weſtern world 
for many ages paſt been rarely uſed, ſince in 


theſe cold regions it might be attended with 
danger, and has been known to occaſion death. 


It is extremely probable that the apoſtles 
uſed both modes; and we are ſure the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians did; for though immerſion 


n Mark vii. 4. is in the original, « except they bap- 
tize, and © the bapti/ms of cups and pots, braſen veſſels 
and tables.” In St. Luke xi. 38. © he marvelled that he 
had not firſt baptized before dinner” that is, © waſhed his 
bands, as appears by Matth. xv. 2. Mar. vii. 5. We 


before quoted Heb. ix. 10. For ſuch purifications as 


theſe, not for bathing, the water pots were deſigned, John 
iii. 6. And it was cuſtomary to waſh the hands not only 
by dipping them, but by pouring water upon them, 


2 Kings iii. 11. So Hom. Iliad iii. 270. 
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WL 
was the public cuſtom, yet, in caſes of ne- 
ceſſity, they baptized the ſick in bed; and 


baptiſm thus adminiſtered was never repeated. 


§ 9. To Infant Baptiſm an objection is 
made from our bleſſed Saviour's words, „He 
that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved?;” 
whence it is inferred, that infants, being in- 
capable of actual belief, are not to be bap- 
tized. On this we obſerve, firſt, that it is 
no good rule in interpreting laws to extort a 


negative precept out of a poſitive; to exclude 


from privileges (and baptiſm aſſuredly is a 
privilege) thoſe whom the letter of the law 
does not exclude. The edicts of men are 
not ſo conſtrued, and we are not taught to 


expound the divine laws with greater ngour 
and ſeverity than we do human laws. But 


with regard to the words in queſtion, if we 


read the whole verſe, © He that beheveth 
and 1s baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; but he that 


believeth not, ſhall be damned; it is clear 
that the want of belief here ſpoken of, if it 
excludes from baptiſm (which is not ſod} 


excludes from ſalvation alſo. And ſince 


thoſe who diſallow infant baptiſm do not 


however as we hear and hope, on the ground 


? Mark xvi. 16. 
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of this or any other text of Scripture, deny 
the ſalvation of infants merely through their 
want or incapacity of faith, neither ought 


they, from this text, to refuſe them baptiſm. 


The words, it is evident, relate not at all to 


infants, but to thoſe and thoſe only who are 


competent to believe, and have opportunity 
of believing; who, when the goſpel 1s 
preached to them, refuſe to embrace it. 


% 


S 10. ANOTHER objection is raiſed from 


the words of the commiſſion recorded by St. 


Matthew: © Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt ?.” Hence, arguing negatively as be- 
fore, they conclude that none are to be bap- 
tized who have not been previouſly taught, 
and of courſe, that infants are excluded. In 
order to ſee whether this is the fair and na- 
tural meaning of the paſſage, let us apply it 
to a parallel caſe. Suppoſe the governours of 
our church, or the Society for promoting 
Chriſtian Knowledge, were to ſend out miſ- 


ſionaries, as they frequently do, with this in- 
ſtruction or precept, Go ye and teach all 


the tribes of Indians, baptizing them in 


4 Matth. xxviii. 19. 


.* 1 
that form of words which Chriſt ordained :” 
I aſk, Would the perſon, thus inſtructed, un- 
derſtand that by the tenour of his commiſſion 
he was bound to baptize none but adults ? 
Would he not rather, without difficulty or 
heſitation, conclude himſelf obliged to preach 
the goſpel to all that were of age to under- 
ſtand, and willing to learn, and to baptize 
not only adults, but infants together with 

their believing friends or parents? I deſire 
the caſe may, be well conſidered, for it is 
exactly ſimilar. And if any doubt aroſe 
reſpecting the direction given, eſtabliſhed 
uſage would naturally in both inſtances be 
regarded as a comment. The miſſionary 
knows that infants are received into the 
church of England by baptiſm. The apoſtles 
knew that into the Jewiſh church, into the 
former covenant, infants were admitted as 
well by baptiſm as by circumciſion; of courſe 
they were to be admitted into the new co- 
venant, the more gracious diſpenſation of 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

It is further to be obſerved with reſpe& to 
this verſe, that the word, on which ſo much 
ſtreſs is laid, is not accurately tranſlated. 
For it is not © feach all nations; That is 
mentioned by the proper term for teach- 
ing” in the next verſe. But here it is, Go 


and 


1 

and diſciple,” or according to the margin, 
make diſciples or Chriſtians of all na- 
tions. And further ſtill, it is not Diſ- 
ciple and baptize them,“ as if two diſtinct 
acts were intended; but * Diſciple all na- 
tions, baptizing them, that is, Make them 
diſciples by baptizing them. But here again 
perhaps the matter will be more clearly ap- 
prehended by an example. | 

St. Paul teaches us, that the Lord's ſupper 
is a ſolemn memorial of the death of Chriſt. 
Suppoſe then he had ſaid, with a ſmall varia- 
tion of his preſent words, Shew ye the 
Lord's death, eating this bread, and drinking 
this cup*;” the meaning evidently would 
be, Shew forth his death % the appointed 
ordinance, by eating that bread, and drinking 
that cup. In like manner, © Diſciple all 
nations, baptizing them,” is, Make diſciples 
of them, by baptizing them. There are 
other ways of declaring Chriſt's death ; we 
may proclaim it by words. There may be 
inſtances, where a perſon willing to learn 


may be called a diſciple, though he has not 


© The ſenſe of the word is evidently the ſame, Acts xiv, 
21. (as the margin there again renders it) When they 
had preached the goſpel to that city, and had made many diſ- 
ciples,“ that is, had baptized many. 

* I Cor, xi. 26. 


D yet, - 


E 
yet, by any public act, been received as ſuch, 
But, notwithſtanding this, the form of ex- 


preſſion in our bleſſed Lord's precept, and in 


the words borrowed from St. Paul, is per- 
fectly ſimilar, and the interpretation the 
ſame : Shew the Lord's death by partici- 


pating the appointed ſacrament of bread and 


wine:“ „ Make diſciples by the appointed 


ſacrament of baptiſ ms: 


S 11, Tur example of o r bleſſed Lord is 


here, as every where, a hright and living 
comment on his law; and from his conde- 
ſcenſion to little children, and his declara- 


tions concerning them, an unprejudiced. 


reader of the goſpels would much ſooner 
conclude, that they were moſt fit of all 
others, than that they were totally unfit, to 


be made His diſciples. It does not indeed 


appear that he himſelf baptized infants (for 
we do not know that he ever baptized any 
one), but he repreſents them as the pattern 
of his true diſciples; and the pattern holden 


up for Imitation is uſually more perfect than 


the copy deſigned to reſemble it. He de- 
clares, what in the whole volume of Scripture 
is not ſaid reſpecting gun N « that 


© See John iv. 2. 


3 ] 
in heaven Their angels do always behold the 
face of my Father which is in heaven“. 
He ſays expreſsly of ſuch is the kingdom 
of God * ;” and if this means, in the higheſt 
ſenſe, the kingdom of heaven, we may well 
atk, Are they fit for that glorious ſtate, the 
ſociety of ſaints and angels, and yet not fit to 
be members of Chriſt's church upon earth? 
But if the kingdom here intended 18, accord- 
ing to the more frequent import of the ex- 
I preſſion, the Meſſiah's kingdom in this world, 
7 he then affirms that little children are mem- 
* bers of it. To receive a perſon in Chriſt's 
name is to receive him as a diſciple of 
_ Chriſt; to receive a little child therefore in 
the name of Chriſt is to receive Him as a 
diſciple; and whoſoever ſo receiveth ſuch 
an one, receiveth Chriſt alſo*. - Our Lord 
admits even that little children are capable 
= of actual belief in him; for he ſays, holding 
= at the ſame time a little child in his bleſſed 
arms, Wholo ſhall offend one of Theſe 
little ones which &eheve in me).“ In a word, 


amidſt 


8 


» Matth. xviii. 10. 

v Mark x. 14. Matth. xix. 14. Luke xvili. 16, 

* Mark ix. 37- 

Matth. xviii. 6. Our bleed Lord nh the little 
child by the hand (winaCca, Mar. ix. 36.) ſet him by 
him e ix. 47-) 1 in the midſt of his — and then 
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amidſt all the indignities, and affronts, and 
contradictions, which in the whole courſe of 
his holy life he endured, twice only, ſo far as 
appears, was he moved with any degree of 
anger. He was angry and grieved at the 
hardneſs of heart of thoſe who would not 
allow a miracle to ſave life on the ſabbath *; 
and“ he was much diſpleaſed with his own 
diſciples when they would have kept little 
children from him *. 

Under the impreſſion of chis conduct and 
theſe words of their bleſſed Maſter, the 


apoſtles received a commiſſion directed to all 


nations, or, as St. Mark has it, to“ all the 


world, the whole creation * ;” in which cer- 
tainly all mankind, young as well as old, were 


_ intereſted, if all are intereſted in the forgive- 


neſs of ſins. We aſk, Is it likely they re- 


took him up in his arms, and ſpoke the words quoted. As 


it appears (Matth. xviii. 2.) that the child could come 


when he was called, he was probably not under two years 
old; and ſince our Lord took him up in his arms, he was 
probably not above four. At ſuch an age did He who knew 
what was in man acknowledge a * of actual belief in 
this infant ! 

z Mark iii. 5. 

2 Mark x. 14. The original literally is, he was in- 
dignant,“ but “ much diſpleaſed“ is ſufficiently ſtrong for 
this and other paſſages where it occurs, 

d Mark xvi. 15. 


ſtrained 


Lt. ww 1 

ſtrained this commiſſion, expreſſed without 
any limitation whatſoever, to ſuch a ſenſe, | 
that, notwithſtanding it was addreſſed to all 
nations, it never could at one and the ſame 
time include any one nation, nor any one 
town, and ſcarcely any one family? This 

ſurely is in the higheſt degree MEE | 


5 12. Nor we are told with an air of tri- 
umph, as if the remark was a ſufficient an- 
ſwer to all that is or can be ſaid on the ſub- 
je, © There is neither precept nor example 
of Infant Baptiſm in the New Teſtament.” 
The very ſame objection might be made to 
immerſion in baptiſm. For neither is That 
commanded in Scripture, nor is there any cer- 
tain example of the practice. We know 
indeed from the hiſtory of the church that 
baptiſm was, in the firſt ages, generally ad- 
miniſtered by immerſion ; and from the ſame 
hiſtory we know that infants were baptized: 
But from the Scriptures alone neither of theſe 
points can be made out with certamiy ; and 
all that can be ſaid is this, that from the te- 
nour and circumſtances of many paſlages it 
is more probable that infants were baptized, 


than that baptiſm was ever then PORE 
by immerſion. 


D 3 Dim 


Ll Rs 
But to meet the matter fairly, let it be 


conſidered how many cuſtoms of undiſputed 


authority this objection, were it really of the 
weight that is pretended, would at once 
overturn. There 1s no command 1n Scrip- 


ture for appropriating the firſt day of the 


week as the Chriſtian ſabbath or day of reh- 


gious worſhip, in room of the Jewiſh ſab- 


bath, which was the laſt day of the week. 
It is founded on the uninterrupted uſage of 
the church, corroborated by ſeveral collateral 


circumſtances, but no direct injunction, in 


the writings of the apoſtles. The ceremony 
of Confirmation ſtands on the ſame ground. 
But what is ſtill more to the purpoſe, and 
fully ſhews the weakneſs of the objection, 
is this: There is neither precept nor example 
in Scripture for adminiſtering the Lord's 
ſupper to women; and yet their right to that 
bleſſed ordinance is not queſtioned, although 
women did not partake of the correſponding 
Jewiſh ſacrament ; for the paſſover was eaten 
by males only. If then the reaſon of the 
thing, and the general practice of Chriſtians, 
are a fufficient warrant, as they are juſtly al- 


lowed to be, for giving the Lord's ſupper to 


females, although this is contrary to the cuſ- 
tom of the Jewiſh church in a like caſe, 
Jurely the ſame reafon and the ſame practice 
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are a ſufficient authority for adminiſtering bap- 
tiſm to infants, which is not contrary but con- 


formable to the uſage of the Jews in regard 


both to circumciſion and baptiſm. And this 
doubtleſs muſt be admitted, that the grace of 
forgiveneſs is as neceſſary for infants born in 
ſin, as ſtrengthening grace is for thoſe of ma- 
ture years. 


§ 13. Wx read of ſeveral. whole houſes 
baptized by the apoſtles © Were all theſe 


without children, which are a part of moſt. 


families? If others argue from the ſilence of 


hiſtory, why may not we? The Acts of the 
Apoſtles compriſe the ſpace of full thirty years 
from our Lord's aſcenſion ; and St. John 
lived and wrote thirty years longer. During 
all this period how 1s it that we never hear 
of any of the children of thoſe many thou- 
ſands who on the day of Pentecoſt and ſoon 
afterwards embraced the goſpel, being bap- 
tized when they grew up? The anſwer, no 
doubt, is, they were baptized in their infancy 
together with -their parents. St. Paul calls 
children, even if one of their parents was a 


* Ads xvi. 15. 32—34. 1 Cor. i. 16. Acts x. 48. 
with xi. 14. | 


D 4 C briſtian, 
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Chriſtian, © holy,” or © ſaints*,” the very 
ſame word or title by which he commonly 
addreſſes his Chriſtian brethren ; and in what 
tolerable ſenſe this can be ſpoken of thoſe 
who are born in ſin, before their ſins have 
been done away by being. baptized into 
Chriſt, it is very difficult- to explain or com- 
prehend. Thoſe Fathers of the church who 
lived in the age next after the apoſtles, ſhew 
that infant baptiſm was then in uſe. Other 
early writers expreſsly inform us that the 
apoſtles baptized infants. How could ſo 
great an alteration as the introduction of 
infant baptiſm ever take place without being 
obſerved, and oppoſed, and recorded, if it had 
not exiſted trom the beginning? We know 
when a different practice began, and how 
ſtrenuouſly it was condemned on its firſt ap- 
pearance. The eſtabliſhed uſage of the 
church would have experienced the like op- 
poſition, had it been an innovation. But in 


4 1 Cor, vii. 14. The beginning of the verſe, it has 
been obſerved, ſhould rather be tranſlated, «© The unbe- 
lieving huſband hath been ſanctifed, &c.” The believing 
wife has often been the means of her huſband's converſion, 
and of his being in conſequence ſanctified by baptiſm. See 
verſe 16. To ſan#ify is a common expreſſion in the early 
fathers for baptiſm; and ſo St. Paul ſeems to uſe it in this 
ſame epiſtle, vi. II. | 


fact 


N 


WE 
fact there is hardly any one point in which 
all Chriſtians, of all ages and all denomina- 


tions, have agreed ſo much as they have in 
this- matter of infant baptiſm. While the 


apoſtles were living, there were ſome who 


called in queſtion the Divinity of our Lord, 
ſome denied the reſurrection of the dead, and 
ſome were guilty of ſcandalous abuſes in the 
Lord's ſupper ; and every ſubſequent age has 
been diſgraced by ſome hereſy, or diſtracted 
by ſome ſchiſm. But ſtill there was one 
bond and centre of union. By one baptiſm * 
they all were made members of one body; 
and though we now and then hear of an in- 
dividual, a convert from paganiſm, who, 
through ſome unreaſonable whim or ſcruple, 


deferred his baptiſm, there was not, during 


the period of fifteen hundred years, a church 
upon earth that did not invariably baptize the 
children of believing parents. 


S 14. IN a word, Beneficial Contracts, of 
which number baptiſm clearly is one, have 
always, by the common ſenſe and opinion of 
mankind, been eſteemed valid, when made 
in the name of infants. There never was a 
political ſtate or kingdom, there never -was a 


* I Cor. xii. 13. Eph. iv. 5. 
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religious ſyſtem in the world, whereof infants 


might not be made members by their parents; 
or guardians, or other proper perſons, acting 


for) them. Into the Moſaic covenant they 


were admitted by the expreſs command of 
God himſelf. With an eye to that covenant 
our bleſſed Lord calls His diſpenſation * light 
and eaſy *;”” and, in reference to the fame, 
an apoſtle ſtyles it a better covenant, eſtab- 
liſned upon better promiſes s. Little chil- 
dren therefore, admiſſible into the more 


rigid, are doubtleſs admiſſible into the more 


gracious, covenant ; and being thus united 


to Chriſt the Head, receive from Him, in 


virtue of ſuch union and memberſhip, the 


aid of the Holy Spirit to aſſiſt and direct their 


opening powers. 


Matth. xi. 30. 8 Heb. viii. 16. 
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CHAPTER H. 


On the Lord's Supper; of its neceſſary parts 


and uneſſontial circumſtances. 


8 1. THE holy Euchariſt or Supper of the 
Lord is, in common with Baptiſm, a poſitive 
inſtitution of Chriſt himſelf; and has this 
alſo in common, an outward viſible ſign to 
repreſent and to convey to us inviſible and 
ſpiritual grace. But in other reſpects, and 
in the ſpecial deſign of each, the two bleſſed 
ſacraments are manifeſtly diſtinguiſhed and 
contraſted. In the one, the party to be bap- 
tized having by himſelf or his ſureties re- 
nounced ſin, having declared his belief of the 
Chriſtian faith, and his defire to be baptized 
into it, the rite 1tſelt is performed pon him 
without any neceſſary co-operation on his 
part. The other includes and requires a vo- 
luntary act in the perſon communicating. 


The one therefore, borrowed as it was ori- 


ginally perhaps from what is firſt done to in- 
fants®, is ſtill applicable to infants ; the other 


_ evidently does not belong to them. The 


See above, p. 17. : 
| elements 


6 1 


elements adopted are the ſuſtenance, not of 
babes, but of thoſe who are of full age. In- 
fants cannot „ take, and eat” or drink” 
what is offered to them. They cannot . do 
this in remembrance” of what they are not 
capable of being taught, the death of Chriſt. 
They cannot * examine themſelves,” nor 
« diſcern” by the eye of faith in the bread 
broken © the body” of Chriſt bruiſed for us, 
and in the wine poured out his blood ſhed 
for the remiſſion of ſins. But all this they 
who are come to years of diſcretion are ca- 
pable of doing; and therefore all this they 

are by ſolemn command bound to do. It 
ſuffices if we once become parties in a cove- 
nant; but to perform the conditions of that 
covenant may be matter of daily care and 
vigorous exertion. Baptiſm therefore is one, 
and not to be repeated : but at the Lord's 
table we ſhould be frequent gueſts ; for ſpi- 
ritual ſuſtenance is as neceſſary for the ſoul, 
as material food 1s for the body. 
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§ 2. IN regard to the rite itſelf, here as in 
the other ſacrament, all that appears to be 
abſolutely eſſential to it is the appointed ele- 
ments and ſolemn form of words. Other 
concomitant circumſtances may be ſuitable 
to the devout and edifying adminiſtration ; 
. | but, 


E 


but, not being commanded in | Scripture, are 
not required to be every where and unalter- 


ably the ſame. 


& 2. Ir Bas been thought probable that 
our bleſſed Lord inſtituted this ordinance 
with wine mixed with water !, ſince in thoſe 
hot countries they ſeldom drank it otherwiſe; 
and there can be no doubt, as it was ordained 
at the feaſt of unleavened bread, - that the 
bread he uſed was not leavened. Neither 
circumſtance, we may aſſure _ ourſelves, is 
eſſential to the integrity and ethcacy of the 
bleſſed ordinance. If the bread is fermented, 
and the wine is unmixed and pure, we may 
draw that leflon from the cup, which St. 
Paul did from the bread when it was © un- 
leavened, that © fincerity and truth ©? are 
the duties and ornaments of a Chriſtian. 


8 4. Acaiy, the poſture is another uneſ- 
ſential e ee It was ordained by our 
Lord after ſupper; and, for aught that ap- 
pears, both He that gave and thoſe that re- 
ceived might kneel or ſtand. But if the 


The ſacramental cup in the time of Juſtin Martyr, and 
therefore probably from the firſt, was wine and water. 
Apol. i. c. 85. | 
* See 1 Cor. v. 8. 


poſture 
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poſture is ſuppoſed (for it cannot be proved) 


to have been the ſame as at ſupper, it muſt 
be obſerved, that though for the ſake of thoſe 
whoſe cuſtoms are ditterent, 1t 1s properly 
enough tranſlated © he ht down with the 
twelve; yet the real attitude expreſſed by 
St. Matthew differs as much from ſitting as 
from kneeling; for it is lying along. And a 
deviation in this reſpect is to be noted from 
the original law of the paſſover. The words 
of Moſes clearly imply, and were always, I 
believe, underſtood to imply, that the paſſover 
was to be eaten ſtanding ®. The law, ſo far 
as we know, was never repealed nor altered, 
but the practice varied from the ſtrict import 
of it in this particular; and with the practice 
our bleſſed Saviour complied, and lay along 
on his ſide at this paſchal ſupper, as at other 
meals", If he continued in the ſame poſture 
when 


1 Matth xxvi. 20. m Exod. xii. 11. 
® Their tables were ſurrounded with beds or couches, 
each capable of holding three perſons, ſo diſpoſed that the 
head of the ſecond came up to the breaſt of the firſt ; and 
ſo of the reſt, This explains how at this very ſupper St. 
John “ was leaning on Jeſus' boſom,” or “ lying on Je- 
ſus* breaſt,” placed as now deſcribed next his beloved Maſ- 
ter: John xili. 23. 25. This alſo explains how when 
our Lord was at meat in the houſe of Simon the Phariſee, 
Luke vii. 36, &c, a certain woman, whoſe piety is there 
recorded, 
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when he took bread and bleſſed it, his ex- 
ample now noted ſhews, that in ſuch unim- 


| portant matters we may leave without blame | 
What has even been commanded, if the cir- 
cumſtances of the times or country and the 


authority of the church require another, in 
itſelf harmleſs, uſage. If we kneel at the 
Lord's table, we are in leſs danger of talling 
into the error of the Corinthians, and not 
diſtinguiſhing between this and an ordinary 
repaſt ; and no poſture ſurely can be too de- 
vout and humble, when we renew our vows 
before God, and the inſtrument of pardon is 
put into our hands. 


§ 5. Ir does not appear whether * bleſſed 


Lord, having broken the bread, gave part to 


each of his diſciples, or whether it paſſed 
from one to another. The fermer mode 
ſeems to agree beſt with the words of the 
evangeliſts *; and it is certainly moſt reaſon- 
able that what we receive as from Chriſt, in. 
his name and by his appointment, ſhould be 


recorded, “ ſtood at his feet behind him, and waſhed his 
feet with tears.” Wherever eating is mentioned in the 
New Teſtament, if the poſture be expreſſed, it is, I believe, 
invariably the ſame. | 
Matth. xxvi. 26. Mark xiv, 22. Luke xxii. 19. 
1 Cor. xi, 24. | | | 
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adminiſtered it a little after midnight“; and 
we know, in thoſe times of danger, it was 


always been the concluding part of divine 


[ 48 ] 
given to each by His appointed miniſter. 
And this was the practice of the primitive 
church. 


§ 6. LasTLY, there is no command, nor 
in the apoſtolical age uniformity of example, 
reſpecting the time of adminiſtration. It 
was inſtituted in the evening; St. Paul once 


often celebrated about the hour of ſun- riſing. 
In one reſpect, I believe, there has been no 
variation : this, as it is the moſt ſolemn, has 


ſervice. And when the Almighty vouchſafes 
the bleſſing of peace and protection, ſo that 
we are at liberty to fix the time of public 
worſhip, no hour ſurely can be ſo proper for 
this moſt ſublime part of Chriſtian devotion, 
as when the powers of the mind, before the 
firſt full and ſubſtantial meal, are moſt clear, 
molt lively and vigorous. Nor, if we could 
but for a moment lay aſide prejudice, and 
conſider the matter diſpaſſionately, is it per- 
haps poſſible to deviſe a form of celebration 
more ſimple and more ſtriking, more con- 
ſonant to the nature and deſign of this holy 


Juſtin Martyr, Apol. i. c. 85. 87. 1 Acts xx. 7. II. 
inſtitution, 
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inſtitution, than the Communion Service of 
the Church of England; conſiſting, as it 
does, of hymns of praiſe moſt ſublime, and 
of prayers moſt humble and moſt ardent, as 
old ſome of them as the days of the apoſtles, 
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CHAPTER. III. 
On the Liturgy. 


& 1. BUT that we ſhould have any ſuch 
written or precompoſed forms of prayer is 
with ſome perſons matter of offence, a ſource 
of conſtant objection, and grievous com- 
plaint. Our anſwer is ſhort, and ought 
ſurely to be ſatisfactory : Such forms are 
commanded in both Teſtaments, and have 
been uſed in the church of God from the 
time of Moſes to this hour. At the expreſs 
command of God, Moſes gave a form of 
words wherewith Aaron and his ſons ſhould 
bleſs the children of Ifrael*. He wrote an 
acknowledgement or confeflion to be uſed 
when they offered the firſt-fruits of the 
earth, and another when they brought their 
tithes ; both of them religious addreſſes, and 
the latter concluding with a direct and ſo- 


lemn prayer *. And there are in his writings 


Numb. vi. 24—26, It is adopted in the Viſitation 
of the Sick ; and, with a little alteration in the form, in the 
Commination. 

Deut. xxvi. 5—10. 13—15. 
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1 
many other forms for public uſe*. Moſes 
himſelf pronounced a ſhort but. unvaried 
prayer, when the ark ſet forward to lead 
them in their journies; and another, ſhorter 
ſtill, when the ark: reſted,” and the army 
pitched their tents *. The Pſalms, ſome of 
which were penned by Moſes, always formed 
a part of divine worſhip ; and there is ſcarcely 
one in the whole number that is not in ſome 
part an immediate prayer to God“. Of 
David it is not only recorded, that he ap- 
pointed the courſes of prieſts and Levites and 
ſingers, whoſe buſineſs was to praiſe the Lord 
with pſalms *; but we alſo find that as well 
for theſe © courſes,” and for all the work 
of the ſervice of the houſe of the Lord,” as 
for the © pattern” of the houſe itſelf, he re- 
ceived divine direction; or, as his own em- 
phatic words expreſs it, All this the Lord 


* See Numb. v. 1922. Deut. xxi. 7, 8. *. 
14, &c. with Joſh, viii. 34. 

Numb. x. 35, 36. with ,verſe 33. which ſhews that 
theſe forms were not uſed once only, but conſtantly. 

The Ixxviiith and cxivth are exceptions. They are 
in a very noble ſtrain of poetry, founded, as the ſublimeſt 
flights of poetry in all languages are, upon hiftorical 
events; but they do not ſtrictly anſwer to the nature of 
prayer. Pfalm iſt and xxxviith, and perhaps a few more, 
are alſo exceptions, 

* I Chron. xxv. 
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made me underſtand | in en by his hand 
”m me 357 2 

Thus then matters ſtood in the Jewids 
Greed. Some forms for various occaſions 
were given by Moſes; and after his mw 
rity and example others were added ; and th 
ſervice of the ſynagogue conſiſted of old, as 
it does at this day, of precompoſed offices, 
not of extemporary effuſions. It ſhould be 
added, that the reading of the law and the 
prophets always formed a part of the public 
ſervice of God, from the time that there was 
a written law and written prophecies to be 
read. + £ 
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8 2, Our bleſſed Lord in his ſermon on 
the mount, after correcting ſome abuſes and 3 
giving ſome directions on the ſubject of prayer, | 
ſays to his diſciples, « After this manner 5 
therefore pray ye, or rather, literally, Thus 
therefore pray ye; and he proceeded to de- 
liver, not inſtructions concerning the matter 
or the form of prayer, as, Ye ſhall pray that 
the name of God may be hallowed,” but a 
direct and formal prayer: * Our Father 
which art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. A preface, Pray thus, fol- 
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1 Chron, xxviii. I1—13. 19. * Matth. vi. 9. 
lowed 


FE 89 3} 
lowed by a prayer, looks furely very like a 
command to uſe that prayer. But this is 
not all. | TO” 


83. Sou time after this, about a year 
and half probably, one of our Lord's diſciples, 
who either had not been preſent at the ſer- 
mon on the mount, or doubted, it may 'be, 
whether the prayer uttered then was a model 
for imitation, or a form to be uſed, made this 
requeſt unto him: „ Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John alſo taught his diſciples *.” 
There can be little doubt from theſe words 
that what John had given, and what this 
diſciple wiſhed to receive, was a ſpecific form 
of prayer for conſtant uſe. Our bleſſed Lord 
anſwered accordingly ; except that, to ſhew. 
that the prayer was not meant, as indeed it 
was not aſked, for the individual merely, he 
addreſſed himſelf generally to thoſe preſent ; 
and ſaid unto them, When ye pray, ſay, 
Our Father.“ And he delivered a prayer 
conſiſting of petitions the ſame in number 
(three regarding the honour of God, and 
three the welfare of man), the ſame in ſenſe, 
the ſame in order, and almoſt the very ſame 
in terms, as the prayer that made a part of 


> Luke xi. 1. 
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his ſermon on the mount. It is difficult * 
deviſe a command for the uſe of a particular 


form, if this, taken in all its circumſtances, is 
not ſuch. A prayer is twice delivered by 


our Lord to his diſciples, prefaced each time 
with what any plain man would apprehend 


was a precept, but in the ſecond inſtance in- 
troduced with an injunction as clear and 


Peremptory as language can expreſs; for 
Say this is ſurely as much a command as 


“Do this.” And the bleſſed Speaker con- 
deſcended to enforce what he taught by pro- 


ceeding to preſs upon his hearers earneſtneſs 


and feaneney, and even“ * in 


Pr ayer . . 


$ 4. Tux apoſtles appear to have con- 


Formed to the practice of the Jewiſh church, 


and what we underſtand to be the precept of 


their divine Maſter. For there are, I think, 
only two public prayers of their's recorded in 
Scripture; and one of theſe, ſhort as it is, 


might probably be- precompoſed ©; and the 
other manifeſtly was 10. The hiſtorian ſays, 


They lift up their voice to God with one 


accord; and then he recites the words 


See verſe 5—12, and compare xviii. I, &c. 
Acts i. 24, 25. | Ats iv. 24. 


which 


12 


e, 
7 
* 


I 
which they uttered. Now ethe prayer Which 
they thus unanimouſly ſpoke; aloud, they 
ſurely muſt have known before. We do not 
ſay it was impoſſible with Him to whom all 
things are poſſible, to inſpire at the fame in- 
ſtant a number of men to pronounce, each of 
them preciſely in the ſame words, a prayer of 
ſome length; but no fuch inſtance is elſe- 
where to be found; and here it was evi- 
dently unneceſſary; and laſtly the ſequel 
proves the fact to have been otherwiſe. For 
« when they had prayed, and not before, 
„they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt ©. 


8 $ 5. MiracvuLovs ability in prayer was 
not promiſed by our Lord. No ſuch power 
is mentioned among the manifold gifts of the 
Holy Spirit. Wiſdom and utterance were 
beſtowed on the apoſtles to confound their 
enemies and to propagate the truth; but the 
deſign of public ſpeaking and of prayer is 
very different. A man may feach and per- 
ſuade, who tells what is entirely new to his 
hearers; but all the petitions of a prayer 
every one preſent ſhould make his own, by 
Joining heartily in each as they are ſucceſ- 


E Ver, 31. f See 1 Cor. xii. 411. 
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1 56 ] 
ſively delivered. And ſu rely this may beſt be 


done, when tha Sa is known before- 
. . 


1 6. Tax firſt Chriſtians ſung or recited 
pſalms in their public aſſemblies ?; and theſe, 


as before obſerved, conſiſt of -prayers as well 


as praiſe. We are well aſſured that the 
apoſtles uſed the Lord's prayer. There are 
liturgies extant, and in part adopted in our 
own, which are almoſt if not quite as old as 


the days of the apoſtles ; and theſe, or other 


forms in great meaſure ſimilar to them, have 
ever ſince conſtituted the public offices of 
Chriſtian worſhip throughout the world. At 
this day I believe all congregations of Chriſti- 
ans upon earth, Proteſtants as well as others, 
make uſe of compoſed forms of prayer, ex- 


cepting ſome Diſſenters among ourſelves and 


ſome branches propagated from them, Who 
zealouſly inſiſt upon an extemporary method; 
of which the example, it is ſaid, was firſt ſet 
them by two concealed members of the 
church of Rome, 


§ 7. Ir there was much leſs (whereas in 
truth there is much more) to be ſaid in favour 


See 1 Cor, xiv, 26, 


of 


181 
of a ſtanding liturgy; if ſuch forms were 
merely lawful, even in that caſe we ought, 
when injoined, to conform to them. For 
upon the ground both of reaſon and of Scrip- 
ture, we owe ſubmiſſion in all lawful mat- 
ters to the ſeparate, and ſtill more to the 
joint, authority of our eccleſiaſtical and civil 


governour 8 . 


| $8. Bur certain objections ' have been 
made to our eſtabliſhed liturgy, which, not- 
withſtanding they have been fully and re- 
peatedly anſwered, are ſtill with ſome perſons 
matter of complaint or of ſcruple. 

1. Some of our prayers, we are told, are 
taken from the Maſs-book, or other offices 
of the church of Rome. It is true; for 
the compilers of our liturgy, intent upon 
juſt and neceſſary . reformation, not upon 
changing for the ſake of change, retained 
theſe prayers, few in number, becauſe they 
were excellent, and becauſe they. had been 
uſed by the church before it was cor- 
rupted by Romaniſm. The Lord's prayer, 
the pſalms, and a great part of holy Scrip- 
ture are alſo to be found in the Romiſh 


b See, among many paſſages of Scripture of like import, 
Heb, xiii. 7. 1 Pet. ii. 1 3. 


rituals; 
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rituals; but they are not for that reaſon the 
worſe, I truſt, nor leſs proper! and * 
gare conſtant uſe. 

2. The repetitions. of che Lord 8 prayer, 
* 1 of the doxology Glory be to the Fa- 
ther,” are complained . of; but our bleſſed 
Lord, in the ſpace of one hour, prayed three 
times, © ſaying the ſame words; and in the 
cxxxvith pſalm, which conſiſts of twenty-ſix 
verſes, © His mercy. endureth for ever forms 
a part of every verſe, The vain repeti- 
tions,” againſt which our bleſſed Lord cau- 
tioned his diſciples, were ſuch as the heathen 
uſed, and ſuch as the prieſts of Baal uſed, 
who © called on the name of Baal from 
morning even until noon, ſaying, O Baal, 


hear us. The prohibition of vain repeti- 


tions imports that there may be repetitions 


which are not vain; and there can be no 


reaſonable objection to the recurrence of a 
prayer already uſed, if the matter is managed, 
as it is in our liturgy, ſo that there is a mo- 
derate interval between the returns; if the 
ſubject of the prayer is weighty and ſolemn, 
apt alſo to inſpire what the particular occa- 
ſion demands, the moſt devout affections, the 


i Matth. xxvi. 44. Compare Rom. xvi. 20. 24. 
* x Kings xi. 26. 


moſt 


* 
PA 
B 
2 
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moſt ardent ſupplication to heaven. It was. 


- the aim of our Reformers, - and herem, I 


freely own, I applaud their wiſdom as well 
as piety ; it was their aim to recommend and 
ſanctify their book by mſerting in each diſ- 
tin& office one prayer infallibly excellent, in- 
fallibly grateful to the Almighty to hear, the 
words of his beloved Son, in whom he is 
well pleaſed : which words when the bleſſed 
Author of them delivered and commanded 


his diſciples to uſe, he framed them ſo in his 


heavenly foreſight, as to ſuit every ſtate: of 
his church, and to be for eyer, agreeably to 
his precept, a prayer in his name ; and that, 


not only becauſe to ſay the prayer he taught, 


in obedience to his command, is manifeſtly 


to pray in his name, but alſo becauſe we have 


no right to uſe the invocation of this prayer, 
and call God our Father, but through Jeſus 
Chriſt. For the relation, in which we ſtood 
by creation, having been forfeited by ſin, it is 
only as we are the adopted ſons of God in 
Chriſt that we have acceſs with boldneſs to 
cry, © Abba, Father. 


$9. Tas damnatory clauſes, as they are 


called, in the Athanaſian creed, evidently 


| Eph, ili, 12. Gal. iv. 6, 
| | refer 


G7 
refer to the general doctrine or faith of © One 
God in Trinity, and Trinity im Unity;” and 
not to the remarks, however excellent, that 
are made concerning it, and introduced with 
For, Therefore, and the like. The declara- 
tion of our Lord is equally peremptory: He 
that believeth not ſhall be damned :” There 
is therefore a diſbelief that is damnable ; and 
that which our Lord himſelf pronounces fo, 
is either the ſame or includes the ſame where- 
of the creed ſpeaks. And if any point of 
faith is neceſſary to ſalvation, what can be | 
more ſo than that which regards the object bd 
of divine worſhip ? If by © beheving” here 
our Lord means believing the “ goſpel,” 
© which is mentioned in the foregoing verſe, of 
that goſpel aſſuredly the doctrine of the holy 
Trinity is a leading article. But the paſſage [| 
itſelf ſeems to reſtram the faith ſpecially to | 
the profeſſion made m baptiſm ; for the whole 
verſe runs thus: He that believeth and is 
baprized, ſhall be ſaved ; but he that believeth 
not, ſhall be damned ®.” Now the faith 
_ profeſſed in baptiſm ever has been faith in the 
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In Mark xvi. 16. Compare John iii. 18. where the 
condemnation ſpoken of is, as here, for want of belief, 
and That © in the name of the only-begotten Son of 
God.” See alin the laſt verſe of the chapter. 


bleſſ ed 


[ 63. } 

bleſſed Trinity; for we are baptized in the 
name, and muſt therefore believe in the 
name, of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt. Conſequently our bleſſed 
Lord declares, and the creed with reference 
to his words declares, that they who wilfully 
reject this faith cannot be ſaved. 
Our bleſſed Lord, Who in the foregoing 

paſſage taught the neceſſity of that faith 
which he came into the world to eſtabliſh, 
on another occaſion, {peaking of his miniſtry 
upon earth, ſaid, I judge no man. May 
not, or rather ought not, we to ſay the ſame? 
For as there is, I am perſuaded, no text in 
holy writ, ſo I know of no part of our liturgy, 
that permits, I do not ſay authoriſes but per- 
mits, me to apply ſuch general declarations 
as thoſe in queſtion to any one individual, 
that now 1s or ever was in the world. You 
tell me you renounce the belief of the ever 
bleſſed Trinity, or you confeſs you live in ha- 
bits of ſin.” «© Then you renounce that be- 
lief, which the creed pronounces, as our 
bleſſed Saviour had pronounced, to be neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvation; or you live in a ſtate, 
which, as the creed aſſures us and the goſpel 
alſo aſſures us, leads to perdition.” Is there 


John viii, 15. with xii. 47, 


want 


[6 ] 
want of charity in this? nay, is it not an act 
of true charity thus to warn every man, and 
to endeavour by ſound ſpeech to convince 
him of the truth? But if he perſiſt in his 
error or his ſin, though the creed, or rather 
the goſpel whereupon it is founded, may 
condemn him at the laſt day *, we judge no- 
man; to his own Maſter he ſtandeth or 

faldeth 7227 - | | 


§ 10. Bur what has. principally contri- 
buted perhaps to the prevalence ,of wrong 
notions in regard. to this creed, and other 
parts both of our liturgy and of holy Scrip- 
ture, is inattention or miſapprehenſion of the 
uſe and import of the word Amen; which, 
according as it is ſubjoined to a prayer, or to 
a propoſition, is either a prayer, or ſimply a 
declaration. For inſtance, I ſay a prayer 
ending with Amen, or I ſay Amen to a 
prayer delivered by another ; and here it is 
Be it ſo, be all that I have prayed for, all 
that the prayer expreſſes, granted. But 1 
read one of the Goſpels which concludes 
with Amen ; I rehearſe one of the Creeds, 
and ſay Amen; or I pronounce or hear one 
of the divine curſes againſt impenitent ſinners, 


See John xii. 48. P Rom. Xiv. 4. 
| and 


TW] 

and fay Amen; in all which inſtances it de- 
notes So it is; this Goſpel is a true and 
faithful account; the articles of this creed 
are ſo many ſolemn truths, and I moſt firmly 
believe them; it is true that fornicators and 
adulterers and other ſinners are objects of the 
divine wrath and indignation. 


S 11. IT is an unfortunate, and to me 1 
confeſs a ſtrange miſtake, that any perſon 
who conſiders what is ſaid in the burial ſer- 
vice when the corpſe is laid in the earth, 
ſhould underſtand the © ſure and certain 
hope of the reſurreQion” there mentioned 
as referring particularly to the body then in- 
terred. © We commit the body to the 
ground, —1n ſure and certain hope of the re- 
ſurrection to eternal life through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt,” that is, very plainly to my ap- 
prehenſion, we uſe this ſolemn ceremony, or 
any or all the parts of it, becauſe we are 
aſſured there will be a reſurrection to eternal 
life; for were it not for this certain hope, we 
ſhould remove a deceaſed body from our 
fight without any religious act or form of 
words, as we do the brutes that periſh. If 
any thing more than this be intended, it is 
merely a tacit or implied hope (for it is not 


expreſſed) that the body of the deceaſed may 
7 ö be 


[ 64 ] 
be one of that happy number, that ſhall ariſe 
to be crowned with immortality and glory. 
And this is agreeable to that other paſſage, 
which undoubtedly does relate ' to the de- 
ceaſed; where we pray © that when we ſhall 
depart this life we may reſt in Chriſt, as our 


| 5 hope is this our brother doth.“ St. Paul ſays 


of charity, that it“ hopeth all things ; by 
which words he in part explains the nature of 
hope, as well as of charity. It extends from 
the edge of abſolute certainty, from ſight and 
poſſeſſion, to the very border of total deſpair ; 
and in this wide range ſomewhat of its occa- 
ſional ſtrength or weakneſs will naturally be 
expreſſed by the varied tone and emphaſis of 
the voice. But unleſs I am infallibly ſure; 
which I never can be without an immediate 
revelation from heaven, that the party does 
not ſleep in peace, I may charitably hope, 
and therefore charitably declare my hope, 
that he does. 

Nor 1s this any encouragement, God forbid | 
it ſhould be, to fin and wickedneſs. For my 
hope, whether feeble or confident, makes no 
alteration in the nature of the caſe ; and This 
every living man ſhould lay to his heart. It 
may, if you will have it ſo, be a million to 


CY Cor, xiii. 7. 
One 


3 


one that a perſon, whom you ſhall mention, 


did not leave this world with the divine favour 


and forgiveneſs: now ſuppoſe, that even in 
ſuch a caſe, becauſe I am not abſolutely cer- 
tain that he did die unforgiven, I do therefore 
hope, however tremblingly and faintly, that 
he did not ; if any one, induced. by my hope 
or the dying man's hope, will be ſo amazingly 
thoughtleſs, as to riſk his ſoul where it is a 
million to one he periſhes everlaſtingly, at his 
_ peril be it! We, ſurely, and the church are 
guiltleſs of his blood. The office is not to 
be uſed for any that die unbaptized, or ex- 
communicate, or have laid violent hands upon 
themſelves *;” becauſe it is abſurd to afford 
Chriſtian burial to thoſe who are not Chriſ- 
tians; and becauſe we cannot ſay that “it 
hath pleaſed Almighty God to take unto him- 
ſelf that ſoul,” which was not ſeparated from 
the body by His viſitation, but driven by the 
deliberate act and violence of the deceaſed. 
But as to the final ſtate even of theſe, nothing 
is ſaid. For let me again obſerve, and be it 


ever remembered, that our church, following 


the example of our bleſſed Saviour, and guided 


by the tenour of holy Scripture, condemns ub 


man. It is our duty to declare the law, to 
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ſtate the denunciations of vengeance againſt 
all ungodlineſs, and to enforce them with all 
the energy of truth and conviction; but to 
apply the law is the ſole and inviolable pre- 

rogative of Him who gave the law, even 


God, who is the Lord and Judge of all'. 


§ 12. Ir is the doctrine of the New Teſ- 
tament, that the whole world lieth in, or 
« 1s ſubject to, the wicked one, the 
prince of this world,” as he is elſewhere 
called. At baptiſm we are in the ſituation 
which Joſhua repreſents”; we come that 
day to chooſe, by ourſelves or ſponſors, whom 
we wlll ſerve ; whether we will continue the 
ſlaves of Satan, or prefer a better maſter. 
Both -theſe maſters we cannot ſerve ; we 
muſt chooſe the one, and refuſe or renounce 
the other. We renounce therefore, as has 
been uſual in baptiſm ever ſince the apoſtolic 
age; we renounce the devil and all his works, 
or, more diſtinctly, the devil, the world, and 
the fleſh, the temptations of the one, and the 
fins of the other; and we enliſt ourſelves the 
ſoldiers and ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt. The 
duties, which we thus take upon ourſelves, 


* Heb. xii. 23. 1 John v. 19. xtilæi er TY rer 
» John xii. 31. xiv, 30. xvi. 11. * Joſh, xxiv. 15. 


Or 


1 


*'@ } 
or indeed any part of them, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
we are not able to perform. But then di- 
vine aſſiſtance is held forth to us by that gra- 
cious covenant into which we enter, and 1s, 
among other means, communicated by the 
very ſacrament of our admiſſion ; and pardon 
alſo of all our ſins is promiſed in the ſame 
blefled covenant, - upon our hearty repent- 
ance. Nevertheleſs as we are daily bound 
to reſolve and ſtrive againſt all ſin, even if 
we had not by baptiſm or otherwiſe made 
any explicit vow and declaration to that 
effect; ſo it is right, in conformity with pri- 
mitive cuſtom and the deſign of this ordi- 
nance, to renounce in baptiſm all ſin, and 
promiſe all obedience ; not reſerving to our- 
ſelves the liberty of breaking one command- 
ment, while we keep, or pretend to keep, all 
the reſt, By circumciſion the Jew became a 
debtor to do the whole law, that is, if we 
will be rigorous interpreters, he bound him- 
ſelf to an impoſſibility. By baptiſm we make 
ourſelves debtors to the entire law of Chriſt, 
that is, again, if we interpret rigidly, we 
oblige ourſelves to what is impoſſible. Yet 
the Jews of old did, and we doubtleſs now. 
do, what is acceptable to God, when we wil- 
lingly take upon ourſelves what, even were 
we unwilling, we ſhould be bound to per- 
| Fe form; 


1 

form; when we vow, as holy David did, 
that we will keep God's righteous judge- 
ments: and it cannot but be an additional 
ſecurity for the fulfilment of the obligation, 
when we have our own free and ſolemn en- 
gagement, as well as neceſſary duty, to incite 
us to di ligence. 


$ 13. Tux ſign of the Croſs in baptiſm is, 
as our church declares”, no part of the ſub- 
ftance of that ſacrament, nor adds any thing 
to the virtue and perfection of it. When 
the infant has. been fully baptized, and is, 
both by that ſolemn act and by expreſs 
words, © received into the congregation of 
Chriſt's flock,” then we ſign him with the 
ſign of the croſs, as a token or remembrance 
of the duties incumbent upon all who are 
baptized; that by baptiſm they are dedicated 
to the ſervice of a crucified Lord, and muſt 
neither abandon their profeſſion through cow- 
ardice, nor diſgrace it through wickedneſs, 
but perſevere unto death, yielding obedience 
and ftriving againſt fin. In ancient times 
ſervants or flaves were known by a mark in 
their foreheads; and, in alluſion to this cir- 
cumſtance, we read in Scripture of the ſer- 


* Pſal exix, 106, See the 3oth Canon. 
| | vants 


Ss 
S +Þ 


[ 69 ! 


vants of God having the ſeal or mark of the 
living God in their foreheads *. And it was 
probably not without ſome regard to theſe 
paſſages of holy writ, and to the cuſtom to - 
which they refer, that the ſign of the croſs 
was adopted in baptiſm. But this is certain, 
that this mark of the Lord Jeſus was 
uſed, as we now uſe it, m the primitive 
church, long before the corruptions of popery 
began, and probably in the very firſt or apoſ- 
tolical age. 


§ 14. TE cuſtom of having Godfathers, 
as witneſſes, ſponſors, or ſureties in baptiſm, 
had its origin, like many other parts of Chriſ- 
tian inſtitution, from the correſponding prac- 
tice of the Jewiſh church. With the Jews, 
as with us, the ſponſors named the infant; 
which they did ſometimes, as appears by the 
inſtance of John the Baptiſt, without conſult- 
ing the parents*. Then, as now, not the 
parents themſelves, but other perſons, choſen 
and appointed by them, contracted - in the 
child's name. As they are Witneſſes of the 
covehant, the ſolemn act is thus more public, 
and can be better atteſted, than if the Pt 


Rev. vii. 2. ix. 4 Exel. ix. 4. Ga vi. 37+ 
: * Luke i. 5963. 3 
TY ; . 3 
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alone were preſent, and made the required 
ſtipulations. As they are Sponſors or Sure- 
ties, the church has additional ſegurity that 
the child ſhall be Chriſtianly brought up, and 
taught the nature of the baptiſmal covenant; 
and as the child 1s by this ſacred ordinance 
born again, admitted into a new ſtate with 
new privileges, waſhed from ſin, made the 
child of God and heir of ſalvation, this new 
birth will be moſt diſtinctly marked and ex- 
hibited, if he derives it by means of other 
. perſons, and not by thoſe to whom he owes 
his natural birth. 

The promiſes, which the qoaſthers,” au- 
thoriſed by the parents, make in the child's 
name, are binding upon the child, not upon 
the godfathers who act for him; juſt as when 
a perſon, duly appointed, 1s proxy for another. 
In the marriage ceremony ; when a man pur- 
chaſes an eſtate for another; when a com- 
miſſioner ſigns a treaty, or tranſacts any bu- 
ſineſs, for another: in all which and a thou- 
ſand ſimilar caſes, the conditions or terms of 
the contract do not oblige the agent, but the 
party repreſented. The real duties ok the 
 godfathers are pointed out in the exhorta- | 
tion” addreſſed to them; by which it appears 
that what concerns them is, not in the firſt 

inſtance to teach the child; That belongs to 
Nan „ Is, + the ' 
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the parents, or guardians, or near relations, 
but only to /e that the infant be taught; 
not themſelves to teach him the Creed, the 
Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, 
but to provide that he may learn them ;” 
to take care that he may, or to know that he 
does, learn theſe and other eſſential parts of 
the Chriſtian belief and doctrine. In this 
reſpect the ſituation of godfathers is the ſame 
as of the parties that warrant or guarantee 
a treaty, or are overſeers of a will; where 
the former do not engage to fulfil the treaty, 
but that thoſe for whom they anſwer ſhall 
fulfil it; and the latter are not bound to 
execute the will, but only to ſee that it is 
executed. 

This, ſurely, is a fair and obvious account 


of what our church requires at the hands of 


godfathers and godmothers ; whoſe ſerious 
obligations it is far from my deſign to ſet aſide 
or lefſen ; but the nature of their obligations 
18 often, I fear, ſtrangely miſunderſtood, and, 
in conſequence of that miſtake, the duties of 
the office are regarded as if they were impoſ- 
ſib® to be pertormed. On the contrary, 
| when viewed in its true light, what 1s there 
in the buſineſs that is difficult, or that even 
e to a GINNY | 
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4 15. A_NoTION equally” rigid. and erro- 
zous with the former prevails alſo, reſpecting 
baptiſm, For it ſeems to be conſidered as if 
half a man's life was neceflary to gain know- 
ledge enough of Chriſtianity to. fit him to. be 
made a Chriſtian. But it was not ſo in thoſe 
times which are our beſt pattern. Philip 
having journeyed with the Eunuch not more 
than ga few miles probably, and having 
preached unto. him Jeſus, baptized. him. 
When the: miracle of an earthquake and St. 

Paul's. preaching had convinced the. gaoler at 
Philippi at midnight, he baptized him and all 
his bouſe the ſame hour; and no miracu- 
lous illumination or gifts were, in either of 
theſe caſes, imparted to the new converts. 


8 16. Taz main points of Chriſtian doc- 
trine he in a ſmall compaſs. We believe in 
that holy name, into which we are baptized. 
Through Chrift, who died for us, we hope 
for pardon of ſin, the aid of his Spirit to in- 
chne and enable us to keep God's command- 
ments, and finally by his merits alone to ob- 
tain after death everlaſting, life. Are. theſe 
things hard to teach, or difficult to learn? 
' Nay, if the religious m of a child is 


Acts viii, 26, Ko. a Acts xvi. 278. 1 
3 ; totally 
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and if he is entirely diſregarded (a fay 


doubtleſs in that caſe by no means excuſable . | 
by his godfathers and godmothers ; if he . 


hangs looſe; upon ſociety, and lives: by chance 
and at all: adventures; yet even then, as he 


grows up, would he not by his ordinary 4 5 0 
tercourſe with other men, and by attending 
ſometimes, where it can ſcarcely happen that 


he ſhall never once attend, in the houſe of 


God; would he not, by this which we call 
the natural courſe of things, acquire a'knows. . 


ledge of the great and ſaving truths of the 
goſpel > We can hardly doubt it. For in- 
deed thoſe truths are ſo few, ſo plain, ſo ge- 
nerally diffuſed and written in our hearts, 


that (were but our practice anſwerable to our 


knowledge,) it has certainly pleaſed God in a 
wonderful manner to accompliſh, in this our 
happy Chriſtian land, his ancient promiſe : 
„They ſhall all know me from the leaſt of 
them unto the greateſt of them *.” 


4 8 17. Bur to return more directly to the 
lituy of our church: it is ſurely, could we 
view it without prejudice, truly excellent 


both in its ſpirit and variety. Conſiderable 


Jen xxxi. 34. 
. portions 


— EIT VEIN IC a4 


x 
" 


4 ” 14 


4 > 
* 
2 4 i oj * 
| 7 ; 74 
* * * " * 
þ 7 


— of it are tranſcribed from holy Scrip-" 
dure; and the entire book of Pſalms forms a 


0 part of it. Two leſſons and an epiſtle and 
A 1 52 are, at proper intervals, introduced 


the ſacred volume; the reading where- | 
of, injoined as it is frequently 1 in both Teſta- 
ments, has always conſtituted an effential 
part of the public ſervice of God. The mat- 


ter of the prayers is weighty and important, 


_ comprehending all thoſe public and private 
bleflings of pardon and peace; of health and 
proſperity, of grace' and comfort, which the 
inſpired Scriptures recommend as the proper 
ſubjects of our addreſſes to Heaven; and under 
which our individual wants may well be in- 
cluded, at leaſt as far as it is requiſite that 
they ſhould be included in public prayers. 
The collects and other prayers, after the mo- 
del of the Lord's prayer, are ſeparately ſhort, 
and afford the congregation an opportunity 
to make the petitions and thankſgivings their 
own by ſaying Amen, as has been uſual ever 

| ſince the days, of Moſes . They join alſo by 
reſponſes of ſupplication and of praiſe, as has 
hkewiſe for the ſame period of time Been 
conſtantly practiſed ; and this method, as 

Deut. xxvii. 15, 1 Chron. xvi. 36. Jer. xi. 5 

1 Cor, xiv. 16. „„ , 4% 


; * well 


in our prayers a dignified ſimplieity 


LES, 1 7s 1» 
well as the variety of the ſervice- and als 
” tudes, kneeling and ſitting dd 


manifeſtly beſt calculated to keep the atten- 
tion alive and vigorous. In a Word, thereigs 


energy of ſtyle, and a warmth of devotion, 
that is perhaps unequalled by any merely | 
human compoſitions; and, in the eye «gf 


impartial judgement, it is furely better to uſe 


this ſelect and accumulated piety of ages, 


than to truſt to the extempore performance 
of the moſt eloquent and holy individual that 
ever lived; where, if we would offer up a 


truly Chriſtian, that is, a © reaſonable, ſer- 


vice t, the mind muſt attend to two diſtin& 


things: We muſt firſt conſider whether each 
ſucceſſive petition is proper, and then addreſs \- 
it with our wiſhes to Heaven. But in the 
publiſhed liturgy we know beforehand that 
the prayers are excellent; and therefore at 
the time of divine worſhip have only one 
ſingle care before us, to ſend our whole heart 
and ſoul with every prayer, as it is uttered 


95 the miniſter. 


3 18. LASsTrIr, the plan of theſe prayers, 
which I think is uniform, ought to be noted. 
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For ther ® are not cold remarks. or, wiſhes re- 
pecting ſome abſent being, 5 May the name 


of God be hallowed,” May his true reli- 


jon flouriſh,” as we ſay, May the king 
The for ever,” << May his counſels proſper ;” 
but they are direct addreſſes to that Almighty 
Lard, who though he is in heaven, is in 
earth alſo, every where preſent, and filleth 
all things: O Lord, from whom all good 
things do come, Grant to us thy humble 
ſervants, that by thy holy inſpiration we may 


 - think thoſe things that be god: . Al- 
mighty God, give us grace that we may caſt 
away the works of darkneſs: O God, 


who art the author of peace, and lover of 
concord, — Defend us thy humble fervants *.”* 


And not only the Lord's prayer, but, ſo far as 


I can recollect, every prayer in holy Scripture, 
from Genefis to the Revelation, is in this 
fame form: O Lord God I pray thee, 
ſend me good ſpeed: Hear Thou in hea- 
ven thy dwelling-place © :” Father, into 
thy hands I commend my, ſpirit':” Lord 
Jeſus, receive my ſpirit * :;”* Even ſo, Lord 
Jeſus, come quickly * 


Collect 5 8. after Eaſter, Advent Sunday, ſecond 


morning collect. 
i Gen. xxiv. 12, 1 Kings viii. 30 | Luke xxili. 46. 
= Acts vii. 59. n Rev. KX11$: 20. x 
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. AND this 1s agreeable to the natur . 
of * ie For though in praiſng a perſon 4 
it matters not whether the words be directed a 


to him or ſpoken of him, and we may wi 
equal propriety, if not with equal empbalis; 
ſay, © Blefſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, 
My ſoul doth magnify the Lord,“ or, 
« Blefled be Thou, Lord God of Iſrael our 


Father ?,” «© We praiſe Thee, O God, We 


acknowledge Thee to be the Lord ;“ yet in 
prayer, which is ging a favour, the words in 


all reaſon ſhould be addreſſed to Him, from 


whom the favour is deſired: Create in me 
a clean heart, O God; and renew a right 
ſpirit within me © :” © O hearken thou unto 
the voice of my calling, my King, and my 
God : for unto Thee will I make my 


PT ayer *. 


Luke :. 68. 46. 7 1 Chron. xxix. 10. 1 Te Deum. 
10. Fl. v. 2. 
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7 the Miri i/ters Y the Church of A 


* . THE laſt . in the inſtitution of 
the Church of England, which we propoſed 
fo conſider, was the perſons who perform her 


| facred offices. It has occaſionally been ob- 


ſerved, and ſhould always be remembered, in 
queſtions reſpecting the polity and adminiſ- 


tration of Chriſt's church, that much of its 


outward form and ceremonies was borrowed 
from the Jewiſh church, in the room of 
which it ſucceeded. Under the Moſaic eco- 
nomy there was a high pneſt, prieſts, and 
Levites, inveſted with peculiar and ſubordi- 
nate powers. Anſwerable to this we have 
the threefold order of biſhops, prieſts, and 


deacons, alſo inveſted with appropriate pow- 


ers. During the perſonal miniſtry of our 


bleſſed Lord, he was, as he is expreſsly called, 
the High Prieſt, the Chief Shepherd and 
Biſhop of fouls * ; and he appointed under 
him the Twelve Apoſtles, and, ſubordinate 
to them, the Seventy Diſciples . When he 
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* Luke x. 1, &c. 
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was about to leave the world and is > op; 


the Father, he ſolemnly delegated his power, | 


to the apoſtles : : © I appoint unto you ad* 


kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unt? 


me“: „As my Father hath ſent me, even CT 


3” 


ſo find I you.” Theſe, ſurely, are very aWz 
ful declarations; and they were both of them 
followed with a more explicit and direct 
communication of authority. On the latter 


occaſion particularly, © he breathed on them, 


and faith unto them, Receive ye the Holy, 
Ghoſt. Whoſe ſoever ſins ye remit, they © 


are remitted unto them ; and whoſe ſoever 


ſins ye retain, they are retained *.” And wh 
he delivered his final commiſſion to them to 
go and teach all nations, he added, © And 


lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world. Amen!.“ 


$ 2. Oxt of the firſt acts which they did, 
in conſequence of the powers thus conferred, 
was to complete their own number by filling 
up the place of the traitor Judas *; and 
ſhortly afterwards, having received the gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt to enable them to fulfil 
their ſacred office, when the number of the 


Luke xxii. 29. * John xx. 2123. Compare XVii. 18. 
Matth. xxviii. 18—20. * Acts i. 15, Kc. 
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. was multiplied,” they proceeded to 
, Ififute 'a new order of miniſters, named 
. "Deacons, anſwering in ſome reſpects to the 
8 While Chriſt | in his bodily preſence 
Was at the head of his church. And they 
- Gftained them preciſely as miniſters are or- 
.  *Qained in the church of England at this day. 
© Perſons qualified for the office, fit to be en- 
truſted with the requiſite powers, were re- 
7 gd to the apoſtles; and the apoſtles, 
m whom plenary authority reſided, gave them 
- thoſe powers, appointed them over the bu- 
ſinels, in a public aſſembly, by prayer, and 
ing on of hands *. 


* 


br”. 83. Wits a new inſtitution is ſet on 
foot, or a new art invented, a ſet of terms 
I anſwering to the occaſion is neceſſary; which 
= muſt either be words entirely new, formed at 
= _ pleaſure, or elſe borrowed from names of 
3 things already in exiſtence. The latter me- 
thod has almoſt without exception been pur- 
ſued in ſuch caſes, and is ſanctioned by au- 
thority of earlieſt date and higheſt reverence, 
For when © the Lord God formed man of 
the duſt of the ground,” he called his name, 


— 


: Acts vi. I—6, 


1 


[ % J 
in alluſion to his origin, en, that 5 
earth *. . "24 —_— 


$ 4. Wx out blefled Saviour wth 
to the world a new diſpenſation, ſome of the 
new terms which grew out of the occaſign 
were Mefiab or Chri/t *, that is, anointed, 
Goſpel, that is, good tidings, Apoſtle, that is, 
meſſenger, Biſbop, that is, overſeer or ſuper- 
intendant, Preſoyter (of which Prieft is an 
abbreviation) that 1s, elder, and Deacon, that 
is, ſervant or miniſter. All theſe, as appears 
by the tranſlation of them now given, were 
names choſen and adapted in the manner bez 
fore mentioned; and they did not at onee 
but gradually loſe their primitive, and acquire 
their ſecondary uſe and defignation ; although 
that ſecondary ſenſe has now for ages paſt 
been ſo fully eſtabliſhed, and is ſo familiar, 
that when we meet with one of thoſe words, 


Gen. ii. 7. v. 2. With like alluſion, when Eve was 
formed, Adam called her “ Woman,” or as an old tranſ- 
lation has it, * She ſhall be called Manneſs, becauſe ſhe 
was taken out of Man. 

< Chrift is ſcarcely ever uſed in the Goſpels without ſome 
addition to point out its high and peculiar deſignation, as, 
The Chriſt. Goſpel had hardly attained what is now its 
current import when St. Matthew wrote. Apoſtle is 
tranſlated Meſſenger, Phil. ii. 25. 2 Cor. viii, 23. It is 
applied to our Lord, Heb. iii. 1. 

G we 
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we think perhaps as little of its original mean- 
ing, as we do of earth when we hear the word 
Adam. | 


8 F. Er is very poſſible the three des by 
which we expreſs the three orders of clergy, 
were not limited as we now underſtand 
them, while the books of the New Teſtament 
were ſucceſſively written, Deacon, in its 
larger ſenſe of Miniſter, is often applied to the 
apoſtles themſelves * Biſhoprick is uſed for 
the office of the apoſtles*; and Biſhop is 
applied not only to our Lord himſelf , but to 
thoſe miniſters, who perhaps in the courſe of 
a few verſes are ſtyled Preſbyters*. In like 
manner Preſbyter, whether in its- literal 
meaning as Elder, or in its — but 
common deſignation as Governour ®, is ſome- 
times uſed by the apoſtles when ſpeaking of 
themſelves, and ſometimes when they ad- 
dreſs thoſe who had the care of the churches'. 
The promiſcuous uſe of theſe words creates 
ſome difficulty in the paſſages where they 
occur, and has been the ground of much un- 


4 2 Cor. iii. 6. Eph. iii. 7. Akts i. 20. 
7 Fek ii. 26. Acts xix. 28. 17. 


* It is the common name for the Jewiſh rulers, as 
Matth. xxvii. 20, &c. | 


I 1 Pet. V. I. 2 John I, 3 John 1. s 
N | profitable 
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profitable diſpute; but occaſioned little or no 
trouble, when ſubſiſting facts, and the well- 
known ſtate of the church, were a comment 
on the language, We might at preſent, 
nearly in the ſame way, ſpeaking either 'of a 
Biſhop, or a Prieſt, or a Deacon, ſay, He 
is a diligent Miniſter,” or © a worthy Paſ- 
tor. But the New Teſtament itſelf fur- 
niſhes a better example belonging to the ſame 
times. It is well known the Jews had only 
one High Prieſt; yet the ſame word in the 
Greek is applied to others, to the heads of ſa- 
cerdotal families, -or perſons eminent among 
them; and is tranſlated «© Chief Prieſts *,” 
or, if one is meant, Chief of the prieſts.” 
And the Jewiſh hiſtorian Joſephus uſes the 
term in both theſe ſenſes in the very ſame 
ſentence : © The High prieſt paid his court 
to the High prieſt“. 


8 6. Bur to return. Though names, in 
this as in other caſes, might be left to gain by 
cuſtomary uſe an appropriate meaning, We 
have good ground to believe that there were, 
from the firſt, three ſeparate offices of diſtinct 
dignity and power ; and that matters were 


& Matth. xxvii. I, &c. Acts xix. 14. 
= Joſeph. Ant. L. xx. c. viii. 8 2. 
"4 | ſo 


is 1 


ſo ordered by an authority whach ought to be 
obeyed. For St. Paul tells us, that GOD 
hath ſet ſome in the church, firſt apoſtles, ſe- 
condarily prophets, thirdly teachers *,” And 
the paſtoral Letters of the ſame apoſtle to 
Timothy and Titus agree with and confirm 
this account. It appears that Timothy was 
ordained or conſecrated by St. Paul before 
many witneſſes *; and that, although he was 
young, he had authority to receive an accu- 
ſation againſt an elder or preſbyter, and to 
rebuke publickly ſuch as were faulty . He 
had authority alſo to ordain miniſters a, and 
many directions are given hun for the diſ- 
charge of that important truſt; whence, 
among other things, it appears that deacons 
were to exerciſe their office ſome time before 
they were advanced to a. higher degree *. 
And to Titus he ſays, © For this cauſe left I 
thee in Crete, that Thou ſhouldeſt ſet in 
order the- things that are SR and or- 
dain elders 1 in every city. 


n x Cor, xii. 28, 29. Compare Eph. iv. 11. and Acts 
xili. 1. Evangeliſt is a word of like import with Teacher; 
and Evangeliſt and Deacon to be the fame; Acts 


M.. x31. 8. 


00] 


2 Tim. i. 6. 13. ii. 2. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
* 1 im iv. 13. v. I, 19, 20. 4 x Tim. v. 22. 
1 Tim, iii. 13. Tit. i. 5. 

| S 7. 
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85 7. Ir the ſenſe of holy Scripture on this 
head was more doubtful or uncertain than in 
truth it is, could it be ſhewn to conſiſt as 
well with the preſbyterian as the epiſcopal 
form of a church (which cannot be made 
out, ſince one individual, not ſeveral co- ordi- 
dinate preſbyters, had a right to ordain;) could 
this be proved, we muſt then appeal to that 
which” is the proper evidence of Facts, the 
teſtimony of hiſtory. How the church really 
was conſtituted in any particular age we can 
only know either by immediate revelation 
from God, which. no one will now. pretend to, 
or by the report of thoſe who lived in that 
age or near it, and had the beſt means and 
ns of information. . 


8 8. IexnaT1Us, © the diſciple of St. 
John, a man m all things like' unto 'the 
apoſtles *,” was choſen by them to be biſhop 
of Antioch, where the diſciples were firſt 
called Chriſtians *; and he preſided over that 
church forty years. Being conſpicuous no 
leſs for his piety than his ſtation, he was 
deemed a proper object for extraordinary pu- 
niſnment. In the year of our Lord 107; 
eight years after the death of St. John, he 


l Martyrd, of S. Ignatius. Acts xi, 26. 
8 3 was 


o - — * - 
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was ſentenced by the Emperor in perſon to 
be carried in chains to Rome, there to be ex- 
poſed to wild beaſts for the entertainment of 
the people. On this occaſion he wrote 
epiſtles to ſeveral churches, requeſting their 
prayers for him, that he might ſuffer like a 
true diſciple of Chriſt, and exhorting them to 
unity and perſeverance in the faith. From 
theſe epiſtles I ſhall quote a few paſſages out 
of many that might be W to our 25 
poſe. 


89. * ſays to the Epheſians, For 
even Jeſus Chriſt, our inſeparable Life, is 

ſent by the will of the Father; as the 
BISHOPS, appointed unto the utmoſt bounds of 
the earth, are by the will of Jeſus Chriſt “.“ 
In another epiſtle he ſays, I exhort you 
that ye ſtudy to do all things ina divine con- 
cord: your Biſhop preſiding in the place of 
God; your Preſbyters in the place of the 
council of the Apoſtles; and your Deacons, 
moſt dear to me, being intruſted with the mi- 
niſtry of Jeſus Chriſt-; who was with the 
Father before all ages, and appeared in the 
end to us.“ «© He that is within the altar 


» Eph. 53. Wake's Genuine Epiſtles of the Apoſtoli- 
cal Fathers, p. 65. | | 
x Magneſians, $ 6. ib. p. 79. 


( & ]- 
18. pure; but he that is without, that is, that 
does any thing without the Biſhop, and Preſ- 


byters, and Deacons, is not pure in his con- 
ſcience IF « without Theſe there is no 


church. Wherefore let it be your en- 


deavour to partake All of the fame holy Eu- 
chariſt. For there is but One Fleſh of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and One Cup, in the 


unity of his Blood; One Altar; as alſo there 


is One Biſhop, together with his Preſbytery, 


and the Deacons my fellow-ſervants : that ſo 


whatſoever ye do, ye may do it according to 
the will of God *.” And towards the cloſe of 
his epiſtle to the Smyrneans, he ſays, & 


ſalute N very worthy Biſhop * , and your - 


venerable 


 Y Trallians, § 3. 7. p. 88, 89, 
* To the Philadelphians, $ 4. ib. p. 106, 
Ib. 119. This „ very worthy biſhop” was Poly- 


carp, a diſciple of St, John, He was biſhop of Smyrna 


when St. John wrote the Revelation; and he is conſe- 

quently the perſon, to whom, under the character or title 
of „ the angel of the church in Smyrna, Chriſt thus 
ſpeaks: “ Fear none of thoſe things which thou ſhalt 
ſuffer: — be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life.” Rev. ii. 8 10. The heavenly exhorta- 
tion was not loſt upon him. Having taught his flock with 
apoſtolical zeal and prudence upwards of fifty years, when 
he was ſeized for examination, and urged by the judge, in 
order to fave his life, to ſwear and reproach Chriſt, he re- 


plied, . Eighty and ſix years have I now ſerved Chrift, 
G 4 and 


| 

1 

i 
4 
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yenerable Preſbytery ; and your Deacons, my 
fellow-ſervants ; and all of you in general, 
and every one in particular, in the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt. — Grace be with you, and 
mercy, and peace, and patience, for ever- 

more. 6 M 9 346 

8 10.-IT is needleſs to produce other au- 
thorities. But we may obſerve, that the 
early writers of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory give an 
uninterrupted ſeries or liſt of the biſhops of 
Jeruſalem, of Alexandria, of Antioch, and va- 
rious other churches, down from the apoſtles' 
days ; and they do this, in all appearance, 
with as much eaſe and certainty, as we could 
enumerate the biſhops of any Engliſh dioceſe 
ſince the reign of queen Elizabeth. To this 
J ſhall add one remark, which though often 
advanced has never been rendered doubtful 
by a probable exception, much leſs diſ- 
proved by a clear inſtance to the contrary. 
The remark is this: During the firſt fifteen 
hundred years from the birth of Chriſt, there 


and he has never done me the leaſt wrong: how then can 
T blaſpheme my King, and my Saviour!” When threats 
and intreaties were found equally vain, proclamation was 
made, that he “ confeſſed himſelf to be a Chriſtian,” and 
he was committed to the flames; in the year of our Lord 
147. Martyrd. of fees 9, &c. 

Was 


1 
Vas no church upon earth that was not ſub- 
Ject to epiſcopal government. It has indeed 
been ſaid that the Scots, for ſome centuries 
after they embraced Chriſtianity, were with- 
out biſhops. But the hiſtorian *, who reports 
this; lived at the diſtance of a thouſand years 
from the period in queſtion; he quotes no 
authority for What he ſays; and other writers 
of credit give a different account of theſe re- 
mote and obſcure times of the Scottiſh hif- 
tory : ſo that, * the whole, our poſition 
remains eee 


& 11. ON circumſtance is common to the 
three orders of the clergy: They all perform 
their reſpective functions, not in their''own 
name, but in the name of Chriſt. This is 
evident from the New Teſtament. Let a 
man fo account of us, St. Paul ſays, as of 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the 
myſteries of God.“ And again he ſays, 
We are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though 
God did beſeech you by us.” An Ambaſ- 
ſador repreſents and acts for the ſovereign 
who ſends him. A Steward is the agent of 
his proper lord. A Miniſter or ſervant is 
the ſervant of that maſter, who hath agreed 


Þ: Buchanan, | *. Cor. 1 15 4 2 Cor. v. 20. 
with 


(3 


with him, and appointed him in his IA | 
hold. Thoſe therefore, in whom all theſe 
characters unite, muſt have an appointment 
alſo. And therefore the apoſtle, where he 
mentions the neceſſity of ſuch an order of 
men, declares likewiſe the neceſſity of their 
proper authority and miſſion: How ſhall 
they [the people] hear without a preacher ? 
And how ſhall they preach, Tu wer be 
en 777. 


8 12. THERE are two ways, and appa - 
rently only two, whereby the authority of 
Chriſt may be derived to his miniſters. He 
may, if it ſeem good unto him, confer it on 
them ſeverally, by an immediate gift and de- 
claration of his will to that effect, from hea- 
ven : or he may beſtow it by means of thoſe, 
who in ſucceſſive ages have received and 
handed it down from the perſons, whom he 
himſelf, during his abode on earth, conſti - 
tuted to bear his name throughout the world. 
If we except St. Paul, we do not know that 
ever any paſtor of Chriſt's church was called 
and inveſted with the powers of his office in 
the former miraculous method. To the or- 
dinary way of paſſing from hand to hand, as 


8 Rom. X. 145 15. 
art 


Cn 

an eſtate deſcends from father to ſon, our 
bleſſed Lord ſeems to have had an eye, when 

he gave his folemn commiſſion to the apoſtles, 
and added, Lo, I am with you always: 
for the power that is always with us, conſtant 
and permanent, is not occaſional and mira- 
culous. ä 


§ 13. THERE is an obvious and neceſſary 
diſtinction between Ability and Authority, 
which is too often overlooked. Ability, the 
mere POWER / doing any thing, may be 
given (if it ſo pleaſe Him, in whom all power 

_ dwells) inviſibly, or be acquired by ſecret 
ſtudy, as ſkill in any particular art; the ex- 
erciſe of the talent will ſufficiently ſhew its 
reality. But Authority, which is the RIGHT 
of doing any thing, ſince it may be unjuſtly 
aſſumed, is not therefore proved to be lawful 
merely by being exerciſed; it ſhould be given 
by thoſe who have a right to confer it, and, 
according to the general ſenſe and uſage of 
mankind, it ſhould be delivered in a public 
manner. Whether it be the Chancellor of 
the realm, the Sheriff of a county, a Juſtice 
of the peace, the Mayor of à corporation, or 
the Conſtable of a pariſh, he does. not take 


Matth. xxviii, 20. 
| . the 
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the office upon himſelf; there is ſome known 


and regular mode of appointment. The ſeals 
or keys of office are put into his hands by 


_ thoſe. for hot he acts, his name is enrolled 


in ſome public record, or an oath of office is 
adminiſtered to him by the proper magiſtrate: 
ſo that his authority does not reſt upon his 
own aſſertion, but is capable of being proved 
by the teſtimony of others; and thoſe whom 
it concerns may aſſure themſelves, if they 


chsoſe to inquire, that he is lawfully inveſted 


with the 1 which he claims. 

my 14. Alwbonrr God, who gelb 
endowed man with reaſon and prudence, 
vouchſafes to addreſs him as poſſeſſing thoſe 


faculties ;/ and often in His holy word makes 


direct appeal to them, and calls upon him to 
uſe them. If a prophet ariſe, the perform- 
ance of miracles or the completion of pro- 
phecy, both of them public facts which men 
can atteſt, are the proof of his miſſion. Yet 
commonly even in the caſe of prophets ſent 
immediately from God, and always in the in- 


ſtance of perſons acting under a divine but 


not an extraordinary commiſſion, the autho- 
nity has been beſtowed in a way conformable 
to the cuſtoms of 1 men in like caſes; a way 

admitting 
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admitting of public teſtimony. A few ex» 

amples will make this plain. 
St. Paul ſays generally of the Prieſthood, 
« No man taketh this honour unto himſelf, 
but he that is called of God, as was Aaron *. 5 
Now by referring to Aaron's. appointment, 
with which the apoſtle ſuppoſes his Hebrew 
readers to be acquainted, we find that he was 
« called of God, becauſe Moſes, the ſervant 
of God, by expreſs command from the Lord, 
ordained him and his ſons to miniſter unto 
the Lord in the prieſt's office, by a public ce- 
remony of conſecration that laſted ſeven 
days b This of courſe all Iſrael knew. 

St. Paul applies his obſervation, to a higher 
example : © So alſo Chriſt glorified not him- 
ſelf to be made an high prieſt ; but he that 
ſaid unto him, Thou art my Son, to day 
have I begotten thee '.” If this, which the 
apoſtle. quotes, was the language of prophecy, 


s Heb.v. 4 

h See Exod. xxviii. 1. xxix. 137. To take away 
murmurings, his office was afterwards confirmed to him by 
the miraculous budding of his rod, Numb. xvii. And the 
Lord commanded that “ the ſtranger that came nigh”? to 
meddle with the prieſthood « ſhould be put to death.” 
Numb. xvii. 7. iii. 10. In a like public manner, and 
by divine command, Moſes appointed Joſhua to be his ſuc- 
aeſſor: Deut. xxxiv. 9. | 

r. 5. i., 1 

| _ a ſimilar 


I 

a ſimilar declaration was made in an audible 
voice from heaven to our bleſſed Lord, ſeve- 
ral times during his miniſtry, and particularly 
at his baptiſm, before he began publickly to 
preach the goſpel *; when alſo the Holy Spi- 

rit viſſ bly deſcended upon him. Here there- 
fore, again, was a ſolemn inveſtment with au- 
thority, which they who ſaw and heard could 
and did atteſt !. 

When our Lord choſe the Twelve and 
named them Apoſtles, it was in the preſence 
of many other of his diſciples ®. When the 
apoſtles appointed a ſucceſſor in the room of 
Judas, when they ordained deacons, or elders, 
or biſhops, the buſineſs was tranſacted in the 
fame open manner, in the face of the congre- 
gation. So careful (if we may be allowed 
the expreſſion) has the Almighty ever been 
to enable us to know, in every age, who 5 
are that bear his name and authority; 
whom, in ſacred matters, our 3 18 
due. 


§ 15. BUT further. As authority ſhould 
be granted in a public manner, ſo the act and 


& See Matth. iii. 16, 17. alſo xvii. 5. John xii. 28. 
30. 1 John i. 32-34. v. 37. 2 Pet. i. 17, 18. 
na Luke vi. 13. 


form 


1 5 i 
form of giving it ſhould point out the nature 
and extent of the powers conferred. We 
have not, in any ſingle paſſage of the Goſpels, 


the formal appointment of the apoſtles, with 
a deſcription of their office; but from a com 


pariſon of our Lord's declarations on this 
head, made at different times as they were 


prepared to receive them, the outline of their 


commiſſion is ſufficiently evident. They 
were to preach the goſpel *, to baptize con- 


verts*, to adminiſter the Lord's ſupper ®*, to 


forgive fins , to ſeparate notoriovs offenders 
from the church*; to which muff be added, 
that ſince the church was to endure for ever, 
but They were not to hve for ever, it was im- 
plied in the nature of their office, that they 
were to ordain others, who ſhould fulfil the 
work of the miniſtry in their abſence, or after 
their deceaſe. In like manner when our 
Lord firſt ſent out the Twelve, and when he 
appointed the Seventy to go two and two be- 
fore his face, he taught them reſpectively the 
buſineſs whereupon he ſent them!. 


n Mark xvi. 15. Matth. xxviii. 19. 

? Luke xxii. 19. 4 John xx. 23. 
r Matth. xvi. 19. xviii. 18. Compare 1 Cor. v. 5. 13. 
1 Tim. i. 20. | | 
5 See Matth. x. Luke x, 
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This example of wiſdom the apoſtles fol- 
lowed, in regard to the loweſt as well as the 
higheſt offices. Accordingly we find, that 
the deacons, whom they. gppointed, were to 
preach the goſpel, to baptize, and to aſſiſt the 
apoſtles in other ſubordinate parts of their 
holy function; but Timothy and others were 
commiſſioned to ordain elders, and to over- 
look ſuch as were already ordained, to exhort 
or to rebuke them; and, if there was need, 
to excommunicate, or cut off from the Chriſ- 
tian ſociety . And agreeably to theſe primi- 
tive and ſacred precedents, in the ordering of 
deacons and prieſts, and in the conſecration of 
biſhops, by the forms preſcribed in the church 
of England, what appertains to each of thoſe 
offices is firſt of all clearly and circumſtan- 
tially, ſtated ; and then, in expreſs words, ac- 
compamied with the impoſition of hands, au- 
thority to execute the ſaid offices reſpectively 
is given by the biſhop ; who, by an unbroken 
chain and ſucceſſion of biſhops ſimilarly ap- 
pointed, derives his office and authority from 
thoſe who were conſtituted by the apoſtles, 


as the apoſtles were by Chriſt himſelf. 


F 8 Ti. its 2. iv. 2. 1 Tim. i. 3 ile: BS» 
ni. 0. | 


§ 16, 


* 
* 


TM 4 

'$ 16. IN civil matters we ate ſufficiently 
jealous of all encroachments of power ; and 
if any one takes upon himſelf authority with- 
out due appointment, we call it tyranny or 
uſurpation ; and if a perſon, who is entruſted 
with authority, exceeds the powers given him, 
all the acts, which he ſo does, are deemed il- 
legal, and null, and void. Is ſacred authority, 
either in itſelf or its conſequences, a thing of 
ſuch inferior weight and conſideration, that 
any bold intruder may ſeize it to himſelf ? 
When Korah and his company, fons of Levi, 
whom the Lord had brought near to himſelf 
to do the ſervice of the tabernacle, not con- 
tent with this honour, aimed at higher pow- 
ers and ſought the prieſthood, and had formed 
a ſtrong party out of the other tribes to ſup- 
port them in their pretenſions; to confound 
ſuch daring projects the Lord made a new 
thing, and the earth opened her mouth and 
ſwallowed them up, and they periſhed from 
among the congregation ”®. When Saul, an 
anointed king, but not a prieſt, forced himſelf 
and offered a burnt-offering, Samuel ſaid unto 
him, „ Thou haſt done fooliſhly; — thy 
kingdom ſhall not continue, — becauſe thou 
haſt not kept that which the Lord com- 


w Cee Numb. xvi, 
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„ 
manded thee *.” In like manner when king 
Uzziah's heart was lifted up, and he went into 
the temple of the Lord to burn incenſe, Aza- 
riah the chief prieſt withſtood him ; and ſaid, 
It appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to 
burn incenſe unto the Lord, but to the 
prieſts, the ſons of Aaron ;—neither ſhall it 

be for thine honour from the Lord God.“ 
And he was ſmitten with leproſy, which con- 
tinued unto the day of his death ?. 


& 17. Wrex Almighty God has by ſome 
ſignal vengeance, commonly in the perſons of 
the firſt authors, branded for ever any great 
crime or fin, he does not generally interpoſe 
upon every repetition of the offence ; - but 
leaves men, under the ordinary grace of the 
Holy Spirit, to the light of his written word 
and recorded judgements, whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear. But it 
he does not deſtroy every eccleſiaſtical and 
civil rebel, as he did Korah and his confede- 
rates; if he does not ſmite every invader of 
ſacred offices, as he did Uzziah; if he does 
not ſtrike every one guilty of lying and ſacri- 
lege, as he did Ananias and Sapphara * ; yet 


* Sam. xili. 8—14 2 Chron, xxvi. 16—21. 
doubtleſs 
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doubtleſs he has no delight now in theſe or 
fuch like fins, which he ſo long ago fo ex- 
emplarily puniſhed. *© If a man exalt him- 
| ſelf?” without a public appointment, to be a 
miniſter or teacher of the goſpel ; or if he 
were publickly appointed by thoſe who in 
the very act of appointing exceeded their 
commiſſion, and exerciſed authority that was 
never given them; in either caſe there is an 
infraction and breaking in upon that order, 
which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed, and for more 
than ſeventeen hundred years preſerved in his 
church. There is no ſucceſſion, or it is not 
complete; they hold not of the head; the 
office, or the authority, or both are aſſumed; 
and it is to be feared they too cloſely reſem- 
ble thoſe, of whom it is ſaid; “ I have not 
ſent theſe prophets, yet they ran : T-have not 
ſpoken to them, yet they propheſied®.” 


§ 18. BuT may not a man have a © gift” 
and a © call” to the miniſtry without being 
ordained ? This, I fear, is the miſtake, by 
which many ſincere Chriſtians deceive them- 
ſelves and others. When the braſen ſerpent 
Was perverted to idolatrous purpoſes, though 
it was made and ſet up by Moſes at the ex- 


2 2 Cor, xi. 20. > Jer. xxiii. 21. 
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preſs command of God e, and was a type of 
Chriſt, Hezekiah brake it in pieces, and called 
it Nehuſhtan, or bawble 4. No one, I fear, 
poſſeſſes a ſimilar power over words: we can 
neither ſtop their currency, nor prevent their 


abuſe ; but it is greatly to be wiſhed, that the 


terms now mentioned were either never uſed 
in ſpeaking of religious ſubjects, or only in 
the ſenſe affixed to them in Scripture. All 
the faculties we enjoy, whether of ſoul or 
body, we thankfully acknowledge to be the 
gifts of God. But theſe ordinary graces, 
theſe natural or moral or religious endow- 
ments, are not what 1s intended by thoſe 
who talk of a perſon being © gifted,” or 
having a © gift.” They mean ſome pecu- 
liar and extraordinary power, very little if at. 


all Jeſs than miraculous. Now admitting 


the talent, whatever it be, to be in the 
fulleſt ſenſe miraculous and from heaven ; it 
is very doubtful whether even fuch a gift, 
privately and inviſibly beſtowed, ever autho- 


riſed any one to be a miniſter of the goſpel. 


We know when the apoſtles wanted aſſiſt- 
ants in their daily miniſtration, the men they 
required for the purpoſe were ſuch as were 


already © full of the Holy Ghoſt, and of 


© Numb, xxi. 8, 9. 4 2 Kings xviii. 4. 
| wiſdom.” 
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wiſdom.” But this fulneſs of the Spirit and 
of wiſdom, which renderedthem fit and wor- 
thy to be entruſted with an office, gave them 
however, in the apoltles' judgement, no au- 
thority to perform even the loweſt functions 
of the church ; till They had, by prayer and 
1mpolition of hands, folemnly appointed them 
over the buſineſs ©, 1 
But not to inſiſt on this, if an extraor- 
-dinary endowment and commiſſion are pre- 
tended, they ſhould be proved, as all ſuch 
divine miſſions have been, by miracles, or by 
prophecy ; and when. he who ſtands, up to 
teach in the name of Chriſt, ſhall thus eſtab- 
liſh his authority, we will readily revere 
him, though without human appointment, 
as the miniſter and meſſenger of God ; yet 
with this ſingle but neceſſary limitation: 
Provided he does not preach any other goſpel 
than what we have received; for ſhould this 
be attempted, even by an angel from heaven, 
the apoſtle does not ſcruple to pronounce 
him accurſed *. 


5 19. Bur there ſeems to be a kind of 
ſecret perſuaſion, which indeed 1s ſometimes 
ayowed, that the mere faculty of ſpeaking 


e Acts vi. 1-6. Gal. i. 8, 9. 
2 fluently 


1 


fluently and well, without the help of notes, 
in praying or preaching, is in itfelf a ſuffi- 
cient proof, that it is, in an eminent ſenſe, 
an © ability which God giveth ?; and con- 
Tequently that the perſon, thus diſtinguiſhed 
by God, is authoriſed and ſent by him. But 
is it conſidered, how much this would prove, 
did it really prove any thing ? Our ſenators 
in parliament and lawyers at the bar ſpeak 
extempore. The miniſters of the church of 
Rome ſpeak extempore. The teachers among 
the Difſenters of every denomination, in this 
country and abroad, ſpeak extempore. Now 
the faculty being the ſame in all theſe and 
many more, it is in all, or in none, a divine 
inſpiration. 


§ 20. Wr lay claim to no ſupernatural 
endowments ; and we think it conſiſts not 
with God's ordinary grace and providence to 
operate without means, but rather to bleſs us 
in the diligent uſe of the means that He fur- 
niſhes. He does not generally make us wiſe 
or good in a moment without our concur- 
rence ; but he crowns with ſucceſs our hum- 
ble but earneſt endeavours to attain wiſdom, 
and to advance in holineſs. We find that 


© x Pet, iv. 11. 


87. 
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St. Paul, favoured as he was with abundant 
revelations, and engaged with the care of all 
the churches®, did not however neglect 
books“; and he exhorts Timothy, diſtin- 
guiſhed as he alſo was by extraordinary 
powers, to give attendance to reading, and 
preſſes the matter with as much ſolicitude, 
as he could well be ſuppoſed to have done, 
were the proficiency that he hoped for, in 
this his “ dearly beloved ſon,” to be entirely 
the fruit of his own application“. And it 
will be difficult to prove that the aid and 
bleſſing of the Holy Spirit may not be vouch- 
ſafed to a clergyman, in the calm and deyout 
ſtudy of the word of God, and in compoſing 
a diſcourſe for the edification of his flock, 
and in the delivery of 1t alſo, as fully and 
effectually, as to another who prays or 
preaches either with or without premedi- 
tation. 


S 21. In regard to that other much in- 
jured word, a Call, it denotes, if we appre- 
hend it rightly, in the language of many 
Chriſtians of the preſent day, an inviſible ope- 
ration of the Hoh Ghoſt upon the foul; of 


k 2 Cor. xii. 7. xl. 28. 2 Tim. iv. 13. 
* See I Tim. iv, 13—16. 2 Tim. i. 2. 
4 which 
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which we will not now diſpute either the 
reality or the efficacy; but be it ever ſo cer- 
tain, ever ſo powerful, we have ſeen that 
there is abundant reaſon to doubt whether in 
itſelf it be a ſufficient warrant to any one to 
commence public teacher. It may be one of 
the qualifications requiſite | for the due per- 
formance of ſuch an office, but does not of 
itſelf give the office. But here lies the miſ- 
fortune reſpecting the word in queſtion: be- 
cauſe the ſcriptural call is ſuch, as does confer 
authority, it is haſtily concluded that there- 
fore the modern call, a thing Ws: een. 

. gives authority alſo. | 


§ 22. Tur words Call, Calling, Called, as 
add by the inſpired writers of the New Teſ- 
tament, in paſſages at all relating to the pre- 
ſent ſubject, denote audible founas ; ſomething 
which others, as well as the party concerned, 
can hear and atteſt. Inward grace may 
ſometimes be ſuppoſed or included in the ex- 
preſſions; but the outward means are what 
1s primarily and directly intended: there are 
words ſpoken and heard. So the Gentiles were 
called to the Chriſtian faith by the preaching 
of the apoſtles, whoſe © Sound went into all 


P. 2000 1 Theſf,ii. 12. 2 Theſſ. ii, 14. 
the 
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the earth, and their Words unto the ends of 
the world“. So St. Paul was called to be 
an apoſtle * (if he alludes to his miraculous 
converſion) by a Voice from heaven, Which 
they that journeyed with him heard”, in 
common with himſelf, attended alſo with a 
manifeſtation of glory, which They likewiſe 
ſaw . And afterwards he was ſeparated tor 
the work of an apoſtle by public prayer and 
impoſition of hands, at the ſpecial command 
of the Holy Ghoſt”. So likewiſe, to give 
one inſtance more, our Lord call the 
Twelve, firſt of all ſeparately to be his diſ- 
ciples, and then collectively to be his apoſtles, 


by the words of his own bleſſed nps uttered | 


in the preſence and hearing of many *. 


23. IN conformity with this language 


and theſe examples, we humbly truit, that 


the biſhops, and prieſts, and deacons of our 
church © are,” as they individually declare 
their perſuaſion in their ordination, « truly 
called according to the will of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt ©; becauſe the ſeveral parts of the 


9 Rom. x. 18. Rom. i. 1. 1 Cor. i- 1. Gal ja 
Ain. © AQS xi. 9: Acts xiii. 1—3. 


Matth. iv. 18— 22. with Mark i. 16— 20. Matth. 


x. I. with Mark iii. 13— 15. Luke vi. 13. 
# Sce the Form of ordaining Deacons, &c. 


buſineſs 
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buſineſs are publickly and properly tranſacted, 
and the appointment itſelf is given them re- 
ſpectively in a form of ſound words, by thoſe 
who derive their office and authority, in a re- 
gular line of deſcent, from the hands of the 
apoſtles. And if, when they are about to be 
admitted into the miniſtry, they have a ſin- 
cere deſire to ſerve God for the promoting 
of his glory, and the edifying of his people,” 
this doubtleſs, as every other good deſire and 
reſolution, is the effect of divine grace; and 
they may therefore profeſs their © truſt,” as 
they do on that occaſion, © that they are in- 
wardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take 
upon them that office and miniſtration.” 


* 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER V. 


Conclufron, 


9 1. AND now upon the whole, what re- 
mains, but that we intreat and © beſeech 
you, brethren, ſuffer the word of exhorta- 
tion “.“ If the clergyman, entruſted in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt with the care of all the 
ſouls in his pariſh, is bound, at the peril of his 
ſoul, to warn all and to admoniſh all; are 
They, on their part, exempt from blame and 
ſecure from danger, ſhould they neglect or 
refuſe to hear? © If there be therefore any 
conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort of love, 
if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels 


and mercies; — be ye like-minded, having the 


ſanſe love, being of one accord, of one 
mind *.“ 


§ 2. Weak and fallible we all confeſs 
ourſelves ; but this perhaps, like many ano- 
ther truth that is often in our lips, has not 
always its full effect on our life and conver- 


Heb. xiii. 22. „ Phil, ii. 1, 2. 
ſation. 
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fation. The errors of others, great and pal- 
pable, we readily ſee; but do we duly con- 
ſider whether our own notions are well or ill 

founded? It is much to be wiſhed that thoſe 
who differ from us would impartially and de- 
hberately examine theſe two points: Firſt, 

whether indeed they have truth on their ſide, 
whether their doctrines are really counte- 
nanced by holy Scripture and the primitive 
church: and Secondly, if, upon full and fair 
inquiry, they find or believe themſelves to be 
right, whether after all they are excuſavie in 
leaving the eſtabliſhment. For if they might 
ſtay without ſin, they are certainly guilty of : 
ſin in departing; otherwiſe all the ardent 
exhortations of the bleſſed apoſtles to unity, 
and all their rebukes and denunciations againſt 
thoſe who cauſe diviſions, are mere idle 
words; incitements to diligence where there 
is no duty, cenſures where there is no errar, 
threats where there is no guilt. 
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§ 3, Now what are the points in diſpute, 

I do not ſay between us and the church of 

Rome, for there, as we ſincerely lament, the 

very terms of communion being ſinful, one 

balf of the Lord's ſupper being withheld 
from the people, and the other half being 

perverted 


W 


Oo 
«Sat ett ͤ ares 
— - - — — — as + — —— - — — 


4 3 


Wh 2 
perverted and adored *, we were obliged to 
come out of her. But hüt are the matters 


x Since the firſt part of this tract was printed, I have 
been informed, that many Roman Catholics at preſent 
maintain, that in the, Maſs the/bread is changed, not into 
the fleſh of Chriſt, but into his ſpiritual body. This alters, 


but does not at all lefſen, the abſurdity, There are ſtill 


two miracles; and the ſecond is wrought, as far as we can 
judge, for no other imaginable reaſon, but to defeat the 


firſt, and impoſe upon our ſenſes, For if the bread is really 
changed into the very, body of Chriſt, whether it be his 


fleſhly or ſpiritual body, all the benefits derivable from eat- 
ing that body could not but attend it as well and as fully, if 
it appeared to our ſenſes to be that body, as now that it is 
aſſerted to be that body, but confeſſedly does not appedr to 
be. Beſides, in addition to the contradictions of the com- 
mon hypotheſis, there are ſome obvious abſurdities peculiar 


to this notion of the tranſubſtantiation of the bread into 


Chriſt's ſpiritual body. For in this view, when our Lord 
inſtituted this blefled ſacrament, the bread was converted 
into his ſpiritual body before his ſpiritual body, as ſuch, had 
any exiſtence ; for at that time © Jeſus was not yet glori- 
fed.” John vii. 39. On this ſuppoſition alſo there is no 
correſponding ſubſtance for the element of wine to be 
changed into. For St. Paul teaches us that the reſurreg- 

tion body, glorified humanity, will not conſiſt of lech and 
blood: 1 Cor. xv. 50. and ſuch as our body ſhall be, ſuch 
is now the © glorious body” of Chriſt our Redeemer, 


Phil. iii. 21. Surely, ſurely, into whatever ſhape ingenu- 


ity may torture tranſubſtantiation, thoſe who aſſert it de- 
ceive themſelves as well as others, and do not really believe, 
even when they affirm they do, this terrific and pertentous 


doctrine. 
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in debate between us and Proteſtant Diſſent - 


ers of ſuch denominations as are alluded: to 
in the foregoing pages? whether the bleſſed 
euchariſt ſhall be received before noon, or after 
noon, ſitting or kneeling ; whether baptiſm 
ſhall be adminiſtered by putting the body into 
water, or by pouring water upon the body ; 
whether the parents or friends of the party 
to be baptized ſhall anſwer for him ; whe- 
ther prayers ſhall be offered up in the lan- 
guage of the moment, or in words compoſed 


beforehand. Are theſe things and ſuch as 


theſe, not to mention others if poſſible {till 


leſs important, fit to rend in ſunder that body 


of Chriſt, for the Unity whereof he ſo fer- 
vently prayed to the Father“; and of which, 
accordingly, we are repeatedly told in holy 


Scripture, that it is, and ought to be, but One? 


§ 4. St. Paul ſays to the Galatians, It 
ye be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you no- 
thing.. Yet this ſame Paul, that he might 


not give offence to the Jews, © took and 


circumciſed Timothy *.” In modern days 
what vehement outcries would this have 
raiſed againſt a church, whoſe doctrine and 
diſcipline (as it would in that caſe have been 


r John xvii. 11. 21—23. * Gal. v. 2. Acts xvi. 3. 
| f urged) 


Inn 
urged) were ſo much at variance? And yet 
the apoſtle, no doubt, both acted and ſpoke 
with wiſdom; doing that on a particular oc- 
caſion, which under different circumſtances 
he diſapproved. 

In common life, to quarrel about trifles i is 
deemed a mark of folly, and an aggravation 
of the offence. Is it wiſe, or is it innocent, 
in a buſmeſs regarding our eternal welfare, 
that harmony ſhould be broken by, and ſchiſm 
originate in, frivolous complaints, or matters of 
indifference ? 


9 5. IN ANT baptiſm indeed is a point of 
very ſerious moment. Of baptiſm in gene- 
ral, without any limitation of Age in thoſe 
to be baptized, we are taught in holy Scrip- 
ture, that it 1s the appointed means for the 
remiſſion of ſns; and therefore neceſſary, 
where it may be had, for attaining ſalvation. 
And from the hiſtory of Chriſt's church there 
is as little reaſon to doubt that infants have 
been baptized, in every age and in every 
country, from the apoſtles days to this hour, 
as there is room in our own hiſtory to queſ- 
tion whether Henry VIIIth was once king of 
England. Let there is ſo much evil every 
way in diviſions, and, on the ground of holy 
writ, ſubmiſſion to thoſe who in ſpiritual 

matters 
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matters have rule over us is ſo plain a duty, 
that, I fear, it is very queſtionable indeed, whe- 
ther even this difference in regard to baptiſm 
(were the opinion of the Anabaptiſts as clearly 
right as it is certainly erroneous) is a juſtifi- 
able plea for ſeparation. We are not lords 
over God's heritage, to conſtrain obedi- 
ence ; but watchmen to guard, ambaſſadors 
to intreat : and if, notwithſtanding all that 
can be ſaid in ſo plain a caſe, any one ſtill 
retains invincible doubts, and, in conſequence 


of thoſe doubts, keeps his child away from 


the ſacred font, we would very gladly bap- 
tize, at any age from four to fourſcore, the 
perſon who . not been baptized before. 
Why then ſhould they, on account even of 
this important article, quit the church, with 
* hich, in all other fundamental points of 


doctrine, they entirely agree? 


8 6. Mxkx's opinions, you ſay, “ differ 
like their faces. Very true; but if you ap- 
prove of the alluſion, follow it. What 1s the 
difference in queſtion ? Does it not he in a 
narrow compaſs? Amidſt the general diver- 
ſity there is a general reſemblance; ſo that 
you never, even in its homelieſt form, miſtake 


N ren 
| the 


1 


the“ human face divine” for the counte- 
nance of an ox, of a hon, or a monkey. Ori- 
gmal endowments, acquired talents, difference 
of occupation, and a thouſand other circum- 


ſtances create a variety in men's notions and 


ſentiments ; but then this variety has its li- 
mits. It does not extend to plain facts, or 
known truths : it regards the features of 
duty, rather than the duties themſelves. No 
man doubts whether fire will burn, whether 
two and two make four, whether parents 
are to be honoured, or the Almighty adored. 
And every eſtabliſhment ought to be, at leaſt 
our own is, founded on ſo broad a baſis, that 
there is room for numberleſs and in them- 
ſelves inconſiſtent opinions to be entertained, 
without violating in the ſmalleſt degree the 
unity of faith. 

To illuſtrate this remark I will give a ſin- 
gle inſtance, which may be applied to many 
others. Our church ſays, agreeably to the 
Athanaſian and the apoſtles' creed, © it is to be 
believed, that Chriſt went down into hell © ;” 
but ſhe has, I think, no where explained in 


what ſenſe this Article is to be underſtood ; 


whether 1. generally of the region or place of 
departed ſouls; or 2. of the place where the 


e Art. itt, 5 


I ſouls 
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1 
ſouþs of the faithful are in joy and felicity; or 
3. of the place where wicked ſouls are in mi- 
ſery. Not withſtanding therefore it is clear 
from holy Scripture, that the firſt, or, if you 
chooſe to diſtinguiſh, the ſecond is the ſenſe, 
in which the Article and the creeds ought to 
be underſtood; yet if any one ſhould take 
the deſcent into hell, as ſome have, in the 
third ſenſe, he might, ſo far as the church is 
concerned, ſafely join in repeating the creeds, 
and, if there was occaſion, lately fubſcribe the 
Articles“. | 


40 8 7. IT is, I hope, no unreaſonable compli- 
ment to the appointed miniſters of the goſpel, 


to ſuppoſe them intitled to as much reſpect 


at leaſt as the ſcribes and Phariſees in the 
days of our bleſſed Saviour; and to Them, 
on account of their public character and 


2 It has been faid that the word Hell was never uſcd 
formerly but for the place of torments. But this is a miſ- 
take, as the following paſſage, out of many that might be 
produced, clearly ſnews: “ Haye minde now of twey ma- 
ner of Helles: in that one were Adam, Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob, and other holy forfaders that dyed byfore Cryſt; 
into that helle Criſt deſcended after his paſſion.— The other 
helle is a place for them that be and ſhal be dampned for 
evermore.” Caxton's Polychron, 1, vi. c. viii. printed 


A. D. 1482, | 
| office, 


[ is } 

office, our Lord peremptorily injoins very 
ſtrict attention: The ſeribes and Phariſees 
fit in Moſes feat. All therefore whatſoever 
they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do. 
And when He committed to his apoſtles“, 
and through them to their ſueceſſors, the 
keys and government of his kingdom, he by 
conſequence made it the duty of thoſe who 
I IED on him, to obey the authority 
ich he thus ordained. He alſo gave this 
ſolemn charge on the ſubject: * If he (thy 
brother) negle& to hear the n let him 
be unto thee as an heathen man and a pub- 
lican .“ The conduct of the apoſtles was 
agreeable to the tenour of theſe inſtructions; 
They command, that honour, and efteem, and 
obedience ſhould be paid to the paitors of 
Chriſt's flock 5 ; and urge the concurring ex- 
ample of the churches as a very powerful ar- 
gument for decency, uniformity, and order. 
Thus, to produce one inſtance out of many, 
St. Paul decides a controverſy in this autho- 
ritative manner: Wie (the apoſtles) have 
no ſuch cuſtom” (a conſideration of itſelf 
ſufficient, ſurely, to end the diſpute ; but he 
goes on, as if he had a ſtronger reaſon {till to 


Matth. xxiii. 2, 3. * Match. xvii. 17. 
© 3 Tim. v. 17. 1 Theſſ. v. 12, 13. led 17. 
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[ 116 J 
allege; ) Mi. have no ſuch cuſtom, neither 
* Churches yy God.” 


88. Ir is not indeed neceſlary, that the 
churches of different nations ſhould; in every 
minute circumſtance, be altogether fimilar . 
Agreeing in eſſentials, they may allowably 
vary in outward / ceremonies and matters 
of decorum : in ſuch . caſe, the members of 
either; as they have opportunity, may join, as 
was the practice of the primitive Chriſtians, 
in communion with the other, with mutual 
edification and perfect charity. But in one 


and the ſame country, it doubtleſs is not the 


will of the Almighty, that there ſhould be any 
diverſity, even in cuſtoms and forms; for He 
« is not the Author of confuſion, but” of 
unity, of order, and © of peace. 


& 9. Ou bleſſed Lord, knowing as he did 
what was in man, yet marvelled | becauſe 
of the unbelief of his countrymen. And 
as we can never ceaſe lamenting, ſo neither 
can we-well, though warned by Hig example, 


h 1 Cor. xi. 16. See alſo ver. 22. vii. 17. and x. 32. 
xiv. 33. xvi. 1. IT Theſſ. ii. 14. and our Lord's pre- 
cept, Matth. xviii. 17. | 

i See xxxix Articles, art. xxxv. 1 Cor. xiv. 33. 

| Mar, vi. 6, | 

ceaſe 


ſ any ] 
ceaſe wondering at, the diviſions among 
Chriſtians. It was foretold indeed, both by 


our Lord and his apoſtles, that fuch things 
would happen: „It muſt needs be that of- 


fences come: If another ſhall come in 


his own name, him ye will receive“: 
There muſt be alſo hereſies among you“: 
The time will come when they will not 
endure ſound doctrine; but after their own 
luſts ſhall they heap to themſehuves teachers, 
having itching ears *.” But although theſe 
things which are written have been abun- 
dantly fulfilled, yet the crime of cauſing diſ- 
ſenſions and hereſies, like all other crimes, is 
voluntary in the authors. For which reaſon 
our bleſſed Saviour denounces woe againſt 
« that man by whom the offence cometh “.“ 
And St. Paul ſays a heretic is © condemned 
of himſelf * 3'' and he reckons “ hereſies, as 
well as “ ſtrife” and © ſeditions,” among the 
« works of the fleſh *,” | 


§ 10. IN one reſpect the Methodiſts are 
much to be commended ; becauſe in general 


they attend very conſtantly the ſervice of the 


m Matth. xvii. 7. 1 Johnv. 43. 1 Cor. xi. 19. 
P 2. I Wb . 4 Matth. xviil. 7. 
T Tit. iii. 10, 11. Gal. v. 19, 20. 
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church. If they perſevere in this good prac- 
tice, if with humble ſincerity they wait for 


God's mercies in the midſt of his temple, 


there is reaſon to hope they will be enabled 
to ſee the fault, or more properly, the ſin, of 
their ſeparate meetings and felt-authoriſed 
teachers. But if they leave the eſtabliſn- 
ment, it is greatly to be feared they will wan- 
der, as others in like circumſtances have done, 
into ſtill more deplorable and dangerous 
es. nils „ e 


§ 11. Iris matter of ſurpriſe and of ſor- 
row, that men often appear to have leaſt 


judgement where their chief intereſt is at 


ſtake. If legal advice is wanted, you do not 
conſult the huſbandman or mechanic, in pre- 
ference to the ſages of the law, who by much 
reading and daily practice are well verſed in 
that noble ſcience. When a houſe 1s to be 
built, or a field to be tilled, you do not em- 


-ploy thoſe who have no experience in build- 


ing, or never ſaw a plough. But if life is in 
danger by ſome ſevere diſeaſe, multitudes 


may be found who will ſeek for aid, not to 


the phyſician of deep knowledge and ap- 
proved fkill in the art of healing, but to thoſe 


't Pfal xlviii. 8. O. V. 
Who 


1 


who have nothing but impudence/and igno- 
rance to recommend them. And in ſpiritual 
affairs and the care of the ſoul, there are many 
who deſert or deſpiſe their appointed guides, 
and confide in thoſe © teachers,” who, not 
having been trained by a proper courſe of 
ſtudy, underſtand very little either © what 
they ſay, or whereof - they affirm *.” It is 
true that what is neceſſary to be believed and 

done in order to falyation may be eaſily 
learnt, if the learner 18 not perplexed by per- 
verſe or injudicious teaching. But to know 
thoroughly, and to be able to teach accu- 
rately, even theſe great and leading points, 
and ſtill more to comprehend the whole ſyſ- 1 

tem and extent of theology, the moſt arduous | 
of all ſciences, is a taſk that requires not only 
the knowledge of the original languages of | 
the holy Scriptures, but likewiſe an exact ac- 
quaintance with the hiſtory of the church, 
and at leaſt a general inſight into various 
other arts and ſciences, 


$ 12. Bur the apoſtles of Chriſt, you ſay, 
were © unlearned and ignorant men “.“ Ad- | 
mit, if you pleaſe, that this charge of their 
Enemies was in the fulleſt, ſenſe true; but 


* 1 Tim io, 7o 44 AIC IV. FS | 
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let thoſe who are their Friends, conſider well 
the whole of their character. They were 
taught by our bleſſed Lord himſelf ſeveral 
years; they were endowed by him with hea- 
venly wiſdom and miraculous powers, and 
ſolemnly appointed to preach the goſpel, and 
build up the church. What then will Their 
example avail thoſe, who have received no 
ſuch inſtruction, are poſſeſſed of no miracu- 
lous gifts, have no public appointment, or not 
a juſt one ? Is there no fear, in theſe days, of 
that evil, which St. Peter even in his time 
lamented, that the unlearned and unſtable 
wreſt the epiſtles of the beloved brother Paul, 
and the other Scriptures, unto their own de- 
ſtruction * ?" 


I 3. HE who endowed man with a rea- 


 Fonable ſoul, deals with him according to the 


nature he formed. By memory we acquire 


the beſt part of our knowledge: a prayer 


therefore is given us, that we ſhould remem- 


ber and uſe it. The young as well as old 
are bound to worſhip God : the prayer there- 
fore 1s ſhort and eaſy, that the infant may 
learn it; it 1s abundant in meaning, more 


than the wiſe can fully comprehend. By 


* 2 Pot. Iii. 1 16. 
memory, 


( 121] 
memory, that is; by a precompoſed form, the 
way which God himſelf hath recommended, per- 
haps we all of us pray ſo as beſt pleaſes Him, 
and therefore moſt. to our own benefit. But 
of this, ſurely, there can be no doubt, that 
the infant muſt be taught this as he is taught 
other things; and will pray with more ad- 
vantage in words known, and remembered, 
than in new and therefore leſs. known. words 
daily . to him. 


b THERE is in els men a love and vo- 
neration for antiquity; and this honeſt par- 
tiality the inſpired writers endeavour to lay 
hold of, when they exhort us to aſk for the 
ancient paths, the good old ways“. But no- 
velty, ſo delightful and often beneficial in 
human operations, is by ſome ſought tor, 
where it can have no place, in the divine 
counſels. An imparted religion cannot be 
mended ; and truth, like its bleſſed Author, 
changeth not. 

In his earlier diſpenſations, He who ſeeth 
«© the end from the beginning” had an eye 
to thoſe that were to come after; and framed 
ſubſequent ordinances to correſpond with an- 


tecedent uſages and figures, When. he gave 


See Jer. vi. 16. xviii. 15. 
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[1 194+]; 
firael a law by the hand of Moſes, the Sab- 
bath, conſecrated from the creation of the 


world as a day of religious reſt, was retained 


and enforced ; Sacrifices, appointed probably 
by divine command immediately after the 


fall, were continued, with the addition -only 


of new and expreſs regulations; and Circum- 
eiſion, which was the ſeal of the covenant 
made with Abraham, became the ſeal alſo. 


of the Moſaic covenant. 


In like manner when Chriſt, the end of 


the law, appeared, there was in the new co- 


Fenant, of which he was the Mediator, ſimi- 
lar regard paid to former revelations and an- 
cient inſtitutions. Here again the Sabbath, 
its Jewtſh rigour abated *, and transferred to 
a new day in memory of now bleflings, was 
retained in its main ſubſtance, as a day of 
holy worſhip. Inſtead of the painful rite of 
circumciſion, the eaſy ceremony of baptiſm, 
a cuſtom, as we have ſeen, of early uſe among 
the Jews, was adopted; and in the room of 
ſacrifices, the ſingle ſacrament of the Lord's 
ſupper was ordained, partaking of the nature 
of thoſe ſacrifices, and combining and en- 
hancing all their beneficial effects; bearing 
the ſame view and relation now to the offer- 


ci Col. iis 165. 
ing 


(49s: Þ}; 
ing of the body of Chriſt once made upon 
the croſs, as the ſacrifices of old did to the 
ſame precious offering afterwards to be made. 
In fine, there are now, as formerly, three great 
feſtivals, and a triple prieſthood, And thus 
the law was, as the Scripture informs us, a 
ſhadow of things to come, the Jewiſh ſa- 
craments types of ours, and the Jewiſh temple 
a figure of the. church. But if the ſhadow 
is like the fubſtance; the ſubſtance in turn 
_ correſponds with the ſhadow, and types and 
figures anſwer to the things repreſented. - 
Such has hitherto been the divine eco- 
nomy, carrying on through all ages one uni- 
form plan of man's redemption, adapting: 
What ſucceeds to what went before, and gra- 
dually advancing it to higher excellence; and 
we are not ſure that the progreſſion is yet 
ended ! It may be true, as many paſſages in 
holy writ ſeem to intimate, that the church 
militant bears reſemblance to the church tri- 
umphant, and things on earth are ſtill —__ 
terns of things in n f 


§ 15. WHETHER this is ſo will one day 
be known. In the mean time, of this we 


are certain, for St. Paul has taught , 


6 Heb. Xe I. 
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I 
There is one bod y, and one Spirit, even 
as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 
one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, one God 
and Father of all. Whence it is our duty, 
as the ſame apoſtle teaches, with one mind 


and one mouth to glorify God.. There- 


fore to paſs from St. Paul ta his fellow 
labourer Clement, of whom he teſtifies that 
his name is in the book of life, Happy 
ſhall we be, Beloved, if we ſhall have fulfilled 
the commandments of God in the Unity of 
Love; that fo, through Love, our fins may 
be forgiven us—through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, To whom, be Glory far ever and ever, 
Amen 25 


* Epbeſ. iv. 4-6. Rom. xv. 6. * Phil. iy, 3 
8. Clement's Ep. to the Corinthians, & 50. 5 


